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What Does Prosperity Mean Biblically?   

• In the Old Testament, three words mean prosperity 
1. Tsalach: to succeed, to advance,  to be helped along, to prosper 
2. Shalom: peace, wholeness, well-being, completeness, flourishing 
3. Ashar:  to be blessed, to be happy, to go straight forward 

• Key elements of prosperity in the Old Testament: 
o Success in the assignment God gives 
o Material provision and stability 
o Shalom – holistic well-being 

▪ Holistic well-being relates to the whole person 
o Rooted in relationship with God  

• In the New Testament, three words mean prosperity 
1. Euodoo – to prosper, succeed, to have a good journey 
2. Plousios – rich, abundant 
3. Zoe – life, abundant life John 10:10 

• Key elements of New Testament prosperity 
o Sufficiency, not excess 2 Corinthians 9: 8 And God will generously 

provide all you need. Then you will always have everything you need 
and plenty left over to share with others. 

o Spiritual prosperity is emphasized over material prosperity 
o Contentment is prosperity 1 Timothy 6:6 Godliness with contentment is 

great gain 
▪ In the Old Testament, prosperity was Israel’s national covenant with 

God, in the New Testament shifts from:  

• External abundance to internal sufficiency 

• Land and crops to spiritual life and godly living 

• National blessings to personal discipleship 
o Generosity is a mark of prosperity 

▪ We are blessed so we can bless others 2 Corinthians 9:11 NLT 
Yes, you will be enriched in every way so that you can always 
be generous. And when we take your gifts to those who need 
them, they will thank God.  

o Prosperity includes adversity  
▪ Prosperity in Jesus coexists with trials, suffering, sacrificial giving, 

persecution, etc. 

• Biblical prosperity is God-given well-being; spiritually first, and materially as God 
wills, empowering believers to live for His glory, bless others, and enjoy His 
provision without being ruled by it. 

• Worldly prosperity is the pursuit and accumulation of material wealth, status, 
comfort, and success according to the values of the world—measured by 
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possessions, achievements, and self-advancement, and pursued apart from 
dependence on God or alignment with His will. 

• Biblical prosperity is God-centered, worldly prosperity is “Me-centered”  

• God is not against prosperity, He is against idolatry; where the material things, 
our achievements, and status become our god 

• God is not “threatened” by our prosperity, He is concerned about our heart 
 
God Desires Our Well-Being 
3 John 2 KJV Beloved, I wish above all things that thou mayest prosper and be in 
health, even as thy soul prospereth. 

• John is writing a short personal letter to Gaius, a faithful believer known for his 
hospitality and commitment to the truth 

• “I wish above all things that thou mayest prosper and be in health” is a personal, 
prayerful greeting 

• John was not making a promise that all believers will be wealthy or healthy 

• “…Even as thy soul prospereth” is a focus on the soul first 

• Spiritual prosperity is more important material prosperity 

• This elevates spiritual prosperity as the primary blessing 

• John’s prayer shows a biblical balance  

• This is a holistic prayer—body, life, and soul 

• For us as believers’ true prosperity is:  
o Pursuing a Healthy Soul First 
o Praying for Holistic Prosperity 
o Let External Prosperity Follow Internal Prosperity 
o Remembering that God’s Greatest Concern Is Your Soul 

• God cares about every part of you—body, life, and soul 
 
Prosperity is a Blessing, But Also a Test 
Deuteronomy 8:11-18 KJV 11 Beware that thou forget not the Lord thy God, in not 
keeping his commandments, and his judgments, and his statutes, which I 
command thee this day: 12 Lest when thou hast eaten and art full, and hast built 
goodly houses, and dwelt therein; 13 And when thy herds and thy flocks multiply, 
and thy silver and thy gold is multiplied, and all that thou hast is multiplied; 14 Then 
thine heart be lifted up, and thou forget the Lord thy God, which brought thee forth 
out of the land of Egypt, from the house of bondage; 15 Who led thee through that 
great and terrible wilderness, wherein were fiery serpents, and scorpions, and 
drought, where there was no water; who brought thee forth water out of the rock of 
flint; 16 Who fed thee in the wilderness with manna, which thy fathers knew not, 
that he might humble thee, and that he might prove thee, to do thee good at thy 
latter end; 17 And thou say in thine heart, My power and the might of mine hand 
hath gotten me this wealth.  18 But thou shalt remember the Lord thy God: for it is 
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he that giveth thee power to get wealth, that he may establish his covenant which 
he sware unto thy fathers, as it is this day. 

• Moses is speaking to the Israelites before they were to enter the Promised Land 

• The Promised Land was going to totally different than the 40 years in the 
wilderness 

• Food was going to plentiful, they’ll live in houses and not tents, their herds were 
going to multiply, they’ll have silver and gold, etc. 

• But with their new-found prosperity and wealth, Moses also issued a warning; 
don’t forget God 

• The danger of prosperity is forgetfulness 
o Prosperity will test your memory 
o Prosperity will test your humility 
o Prosperity will test your loyalty 

• Prosperity is not the problem; pride is 

• God has no problem when we prosper, as long as we remember Him 

• Remembering God is honoring Him with the tithe, generosity, and humility  
 
Prosperity is a Stewardship, Not a Status Symbol 
Psalm 35:27 KJV 27 Let them shout for joy, and be glad, that favour my righteous 
cause: yea, let them say continually, Let the Lord be magnified, which hath 
pleasure in the prosperity of his servant. 

• David was under attack and was praying for deliverance 

• David asks God to let his friends and supporters "shout for joy and be glad" 
because God has favored his righteous cause.  

• Let God be magnified at the prosperity of His servant, prosperity here is God 
giving victory, well-being and restoration to David’s life 

• God is pleased to give peace victory and well-being to His faithful servant  

• Prosperity is tied to God’s glory 

• Our prosperity gives God glory when we use it correctly 

• Our prosperity is not for “flaunting”; it’s for serving others 

• Prosperity is not about “status”, it’s about stewardship 
 
Prosperity in the Bible is Ultimately About Eternal Riches  
Matthew 6:19-21 KJV 19 Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth, where 
moth and rust doth corrupt, and where thieves break through and steal: 20 But lay 
up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, 
and where thieves do not break through nor steal: 21 For where your treasure is, 
there will your heart be also. 
 
1 Timothy 6:17-19 KJV 17 Charge them that are rich in this world, that they be not 
high-minded, nor trust in uncertain riches, but in the living God, who giveth us 



WHAT DOES THE BIBLE SAY ABOUT THIS? 

WHAT THE BIBLE SAYS ABOUT PROSPERITY 

3 JOHN 1:2, DEUTERONOMY 8:11-18, PSALMS 35:27, 

MATTTHEW 6:19-21 AND 1 TIMOTHY 6:17-19 
 

©2025 KEVIN K. DICKERSON  4 

 

richly all things to enjoy; 18 That they do good, that they be rich in good works, 
ready to distribute, willing to communicate; 19 Laying up in store for themselves a 
good foundation against the time to come, that they may lay hold on eternal life. 

• In Mattew 6, Jesus warns us about the dangers of earthly treasures  

• Earthly treasures are temporary, fragile, vulnerable, easily lost, unable to satisfy, 
and unable to follow us into eternity 

• It’s been said, “You’ve never seen a Brinks truck following a hearse!” 

• Jesus commands us to pursue heavenly treasures, “…But lay up for 
yourselves treasures in heaven…” 

• Heavenly treasures are our obedience, righteous living, sharing our faith, 
generosity, compassion, faithfulness, sacrificial love, and work done for the glory 
of God  

• Jesus reveals the truth about our heart, “For where your treasure is, there will 
your heart be also.” 

• It means your heart follows your treasure  

• Our money isn’t just a “budget issue”, it’s a heart issue 

• Jesus spoke about our heart, Apostle Paul speaks about our attitude, “Charge 
them that are rich in this world, that they be not high-minded…” 

• Money makes some people believe they are self-made, superior to others, and 
untouchable 

• Paul warns us not to trust in our wealth, “nor trust in uncertain riches…” 

• Money and wealth are uncertain, it can disappear in a moment  

• Don’t place your trust in what fluctuates, trust in the One who never changes  

• Paul reminds us that God is the true source of everything, “but in the living 
God, who giveth us richly all things to enjoy…” 

• It is God who provide and sustains all we have  

• God expects gratitude for all He’s done for us 

• Paul commands us to be rich in good works. “…  That they do good, that they 
be rich in good works, ready to distribute, willing to communicate…” 

• It’s doing good, being generous, ready to help others, freely sharing what we 
have, and using our wealth to bless others  

• Paul connects generosity to eternal rewards, “Laying up in store for 
themselves a good foundation against the time to come, that they may lay 
hold on eternal life.” 

• Generosity on earth creates spiritual wealth that lasts forever  

• It’s been said, You can’t take it with you, but you can send it ahead 

• Heaven remembers your generosity 


