STRENGTH FOR TODAY
A Prayer for Wisdom
1 Kings 3:5-14

God Invites Us to Ask
5 In Gibeon the LORD appeared to Solomon in a dream by night: and God said,
Ask what | shall give thee. 6 And Solomon said, Thou hast shewed unto thy
servant David my father great mercy, according as he walked before thee in truth,
and in righteousness, and in uprightness of heart with thee; and thou hast kept
for him this great kindness, that thou hast given him a son to sit on his throne, as
it is this day.
e Solomon went to a place called Gibeon, a few miles outside of Jerusalem to
worship God and offer sacrifices
e Solomon went to Gibeon to worship and offer sacrifices because it was
considered the central place of legitimate worship at the time.
e Solomon offered 1,000 sacrifices to God
e The number 1,000 may be literal or symbolic, but it represented a total
commitment to God
e Solomon’s worship prepared the way for a divine encounter
e Solomon’s worship at Gibeon becomes a picture of how God responds to
genuine, God-centered devotion, “At Gibeon the LORD appeared to Solomon in
a dream...”— 1 Kings 3:5
This dream was not an ordinary dream—it was a revelatory, covenantal moment.
God invited Solomon ask for or make any request he wanted
God initiated this conversation, not Solomon
Our natural reaction to reading this promise of God to Solomon is to wish we had
a promise like that....we do! John 15:7 (KJV) 7 If ye abide in me, and my
words abide in you, ye shall ask what ye will, and it shall be done unto you.
e Answered prayer is promised when our hearts and lives are in alignment with
God’s Word.
e Solomon responds by acknowledging God’s kindness to David and his own
inexperience
e Solomon thanked God:
1. For His mercy to his father, David
2. Allowing him to be born to carry on and succeed his father, David
e Solomon knew he was in the place as king because of the grace of God and the
righteous life of his father, David
e Like Solomon, we are invited to approach god with our needs and desires, but to
do it with humility and gratitude

Wisdom is Rooted in Humility
7 And now, O LORD my God, thou hast made thy servant king instead of David
my father: and | am but a little child: | know not how to go out or come in. 8 And
thy servant is in the midst of thy people which thou hast chosen, a great people,
that cannot be numbered nor counted for multitude.

e Solomon admits his limitations and describes himself as a “little child”
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o Solomon admits he does not have the capacity or ability to lead God'’s
people
e Solomon was coming to God in humility
o Solomon was saying he didn’t have what it takes to handle the job in front
of him
o Solomon was admitting he was not ready to lead Israel
e What's important about Solomon was he knew what he didn’t know
e Solomon said, the people were too numerous and too great a people for him to
effectively serve them
o Solomon is overwhelmed not just by his role but by the magnitude of the
responsibility.
e Solomon said | don’t know how to go out or come in
o Solomon admits to God he doesn’t know his way around; he doesn’t know
how to carry out his duties as a king and governmental leader
e Solomon was being honest
o Solomon was honest with God about his lack of leadership ability
e Solomon was feeling like he was in over his head
e When we are in over our head, one of the greatest things to do is to honestly
admit it and ask for God’s help
e Solomon’s situations is not unique, it's a pattern; God often promotes the
unqualified and inexperienced
e God often chooses those who feel underqualified to display His wisdom and
power 1 Corinthians 1:26-29 (NLT) % Remember, dear brothers and sisters,
that few of you were wise in the world’s eyes or powerful or wealthy when
God called you. ?" Instead, God chose things the world considers foolish in
order to shame those who think they are wise. And he chose things that are
powerless to shame those who are powerful. 22 God chose things despised
by the world, things counted as nothing at all, and used them to bring to
nothing what the world considers important. 2° As aresult, no one can ever
boast in the presence of God.

God Honors the Desire for Wisdom
9 Give therefore thy servant an understanding heart to judge thy people, that |
may discern between good and bad: for who is able to judge this thy so great a
people? 10 And the speech pleased the Lord, that Solomon had asked this thing.
11 And God said unto him, Because thou hast asked this thing, and hast not
asked for thyself long life; neither hast asked riches for thyself, nor hast asked
the life of thine enemies; but hast asked for thyself understanding to discern
judgment; 12 Behold, | have done according to thy words: lo, | have given thee a
wise and an understanding heart; so that there was none like thee before thee,
neither after thee shall any arise like unto thee.

¢ Solomon then made an unusual request; Solomon could have asked God for

anything, and God would have given it to him
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Yet, Solomon asked for an understanding, discerning heart, so he could govern
God’s people and discern between good and evil

Solomon was asking for wisdom

Wisdom is the ability to understand and to discern what to do, how to do it, and
when to do it.

o Wisdom knows what to do and does it.

o Wisdom knows right from wrong, and always does what is right.

o Wisdom recognizes wickedness and has nothing to do with sin and evil.
Solomon was asking for more than great knowledge; he wanted understanding,
and he wanted it in his heart and not just in his head
There is a difference between knowledge and wisdom

o Knowledge is the accumulation of information, data, and facts

o Wisdom is the ability to apply knowledge in a right, just and godly way
Solomon was asking God for a heart that could determine the difference between
good and bad; right and wrong; truth and lies; righteousness and evil
Solomon’s request pleased the Lord, God was pleased with what Solomon asked
for
God was also pleased by what Solomon didn’t asked for; wealth, fame, or power
for himself
It pleased God that Solomon didn’t ask for long life, riches or the killing of
enemies
Because Solomon’s request was for an understanding and discerning heart, God
a made amazing promises to Solomon

o Solomon would be given a wise and discerning heart
Asking for wisdom changes how you approach every decision

Wisdom Leads to Lasting Blessings

13 And | have also given thee that which thou hast not asked, both riches, and
honour: so that there shall not be any among the kings like unto thee all thy days.
14 And if thou wilt walk in my ways, to keep my statutes and my commandments,
as thy father David did walk, then I will lengthen thy days.
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Solomon would also be given what he didn’t ask for,

o Wealth and honor that would surpass all others

o He would be given long life, but it would be based on his obedience to

God

God is always wanting to do more in our lives when our ways please Him
When we please God, He will exceed our expectations Ephesians 3:20 (KJV)
20 Now unto him that is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we
ask or think, according to the power that worketh in us,
Solomon’s prayer request was for an improvement of his character, not his
possessions
God promised Solomon both riches and honor if he walks in obedience to God
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e Wisdom is not just “smart decisions”, it's godly living James 3:17 (NLT) 17 But

the wisdom from above is first of all pure. It is also peace loving, gentle at
all times, and willing to yield to others. It is full of mercy and good deeds. It

shows no favoritism and is always sincere.
e God wants us to walk obediently in the ways of wisdom, not just desiring wise
results

Apply the Wisdom of 1 Kings 3:5-14 to Your Daily Decisions
1. Start Each Day with Humility and Prayer
e Begin your day like Solomon—with a humble prayer:
o “Lord, | don’t know what today holds, but | trust You. Please give me
wisdom to lead, serve, and respond well.”
e James 1:5 — “If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask God...”
2. Ask: What Is the Wise, Not Just the Easy, Choice?
e Solomon didn’t ask for riches or revenge—he asked for wisdom to discern
between good and evil (v.9).
e Before acting, ask:
o Will this decision honor God?
o Willit help others and not just myself?
o What does Scripture say about this?
e Isitgood, or just convenient?
3. Apply God’s Word to Your Choices
e Solomon was blessed because he asked according to God’s purpose, not his
own.
e Let Scripture guide your actions
e “Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.” — Psalm 119:105
4. Commit to Obey What God Reveals
o “Walk in my ways... keep my commandments...” (v.14)
e When God gives clarity, obey—even if it’s hard.
e Obedience unlocks blessing Luke 11:28 (NLT) 28 Jesus replied, “But even
more blessed are all who hear the word of God and put it into practice.”
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