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Hearing God’s Voice Requires More Than Listening 
James 1:22-25 (NLT) 22  But don’t just listen to God’s word. You must do what it says. Otherwise, 
you are only fooling yourselves. 23  For if you listen to the word and don’t obey, it is like glancing 
at your face in a mirror. 24  You see yourself, walk away, and forget what you look like. 25  But 
if you look carefully into the perfect law that sets you free, and if you do what it says and don’t 
forget what you heard, then God will bless you for doing it.  

• How are we to respond to the Word we’ve received?  

• We are to be doers of the Word and not hearers only 

• Hearing and knowing the Word is not enough; we must be doers of the Word 

• Doers of the Word are applying the Word of God to their lives 

• Without application, there is no real spiritual transformation 

• When you are only a hearer or reader of the word of God, you’re basically letting it go in one ear 
and out the other 

• If we’re “hearing” the Word without doing the Word, we are deceiving ourselves  

• Self-deception is the worst kind of deception 

• We deceive ourselves when: 
1. We Confuse Information for Transformation 

o Deception: “Because I know the Word, I must be growing.” 
2. We Settle for the Feeling, Not the Following 

o Sometimes we’re moved emotionally by a sermon or Scripture 
o But we leave and do nothing differently. 
o Deception: “Because I felt convicted, I’m okay.” 

3. We Glance in the Mirror but We Don’t Make Changes 
o That’s what happens when we only hear God’s Word but don’t apply it. 
o Deception: “I saw the truth—that’s enough.” 

4. We Appear Godly Without Being Godly 
▪ We learn the lingo, attend the church, carry the Bible; but our hearts and 

habits remain untouched. 
o Deception: “I’m fine because I’m around church things.” 

• We must ask ourselves some hard questions: 
o Have I confused spiritual interest for spiritual integrity? 
o Do I have "highlighted pages" but an unchanged life? 
o What’s one thing I’ve heard from God lately… that I haven’t acted on? 

• When we only hear the Word—without doing it—we fool ourselves into thinking we’re 
spiritually healthy, when in fact we’re stagnant or disobedient. 

• We must look intently into God’s perfect law of liberty, His Word 

• To benefit from the Word of God requires looking into the Word with the desire to obey and make 
the changes the Word reveals to me 

• When we think of laws, we think of restrictions 

• When you apply the word of God to your life, it frees you from the bondage of sin and free you 
to be righteousness of God 

 
Why Is It Easy to Hear God’s Voice, But Harder to Obey It? 
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• The voice of God speaks through His Word, sermons and Bible studies, the Holy Spirit, people, 
our circumstances, etc. 

• The problem does not appear our ability to “hear” God’s voice, it’s obeying it 
• There are several reasons why believers sometimes struggle obeying the voice of God: 

1. Obedience Requires Surrender, and We Crave Control 
• Hearing allows us to stay in the realm of thought, but obeying moves us into the realm of 

action, which feels risky. 
2. The Flesh Resists the Spirit 

• Obedience to God requires self-denial, which goes against our human instincts and 
desires. 

3. Fear of Consequences or the Unknown 
• We fear what obedience might “cost”— our reputation, our comfort, our money, our 

relationships, etc. 
4. We’ve Become Comfortable with Being Informed, but Unchanged 

• We confuse “knowledge” with maturity, but it’s obedience that matures us Hebrews 5:14 
(NLT) 14  Solid food is for those who are mature, who through training have the 
skill to recognize the difference between right and wrong. 

5. Spiritual Warfare 
• The devil doesn’t mind if we “listen” to the Word—as long as we don’t live it out. 

6. We Don't Always Trust God Fully 
• At the root of disobedience is often a lack of trust: “Will God really come through?” 

• But be encouraged, obedience may seem difficult, but it’s not impossible—especially when we 
remember: 

• Jesus obeyed perfectly in our place Philippians 2:8 (NLT) 8  he humbled himself in 
obedience to God and died a criminal’s death on a cross.  

• He sends the Holy Spirit to help us John 14:26 (NLT) 26  But when the Father sends 
the Advocate as my representative—that is, the Holy Spirit—he will teach you 
everything and will remind you of everything I have told you.  

• And His commands are not burdensome 1 John 5:3 (NLT) 3  Loving God means 
keeping his commandments, and his commandments are not burdensome. 

 
Faith Steps into the Unknown in Obedience 
Genesis 12:1-4 (NLT) 1  The LORD had said to Abram, “Leave your native country, your relatives, 
and your father’s family, and go to the land that I will show you. 2  I will make you into a great 
nation. I will bless you and make you famous, and you will be a blessing to others. 3  I will bless 
those who bless you and curse those who treat you with contempt. All the families on earth will 
be blessed through you.” 4  So Abram departed as the LORD had instructed, and Lot went with 
him. Abram was seventy-five years old when he left Haran. 

• God called Abram to leave his country, his relatives and the comforts of home 
• God told Abram to not only leave his country, his relatives, and his comforts, but go to the land 

that I’ll show you 
• To obey God’s instructions, required Abram to take steps of faith  
• God promised to bless Abram and make him famous, but God had one condition: Abram had to 

do what God wanted him to do.  
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• God promised to make a great nation from Abram 
• God promised to Abram’s name great  
• God promised that through Abram all the families of the earth will be blessed 
• Through Abram’s lineage, God gave us a Savior Jesus Christ that blesses the whole world  
• Abram departed as the Lord had instructed, he obeyed in faith, even though he didn’t know 

where he was going 
• In faith Abram walked away from “the security” of his home for God’s promise of even greater 

blessings in the future.  
• Don’t let the comfort and security of your “present position” make you miss God’s future plans 

for you 
• When God speaks, move, even if the whole plan isn’t clear. 
• We sometimes find it hard to take steps of faith because struggle between our “human logic” 

and God’s divine instructions 
• We struggle with faith in what God says because:  

1. God's Ways Are Higher Than Our Ways Isaiah 55:8 “For My thoughts are not your 
thoughts, neither are your ways My ways,” declares the Lord.  

• God sees the whole picture; we see only in part 
2. We’re Wired to Trust Logic, Not Faith 

• We are programmed to do what makes sense, feels safe, or seems efficient 
• But obedience to God often defies logic 
• Obedience often disrupts your “comfort zone” 

3. We Want Control of the Outcome 
• If it doesn’t add up to a guaranteed result, we hesitate. 

o Faith-based obedience gives up control of the “how” and “when.” 
4. We Confuse God’s Timing with Ours 

• God’s timing is often not what we expect 
• We think: “Now’s not the right time.” 

God says: “Now is the moment to trust Me.” 
5. Obedience Reveals What We Really Believe About God 

• When His Word doesn’t make sense, our response shows: 
• Obedience becomes a form of worship—declaring, “God, I trust who You are even 

when I don’t understand what You’re doing.” 
• We can be encouraged because even Jesus wrestled with obedience in Gethsemane Luke 

22:42 “Father, if You are willing, take this cup from Me. Yet not My will, but Yours be 
done.”  

• Obedience cost Him everything, but it also secured our salvation. 
 
Obedience Invites God’s Miraculous Provision 
Luke 5:1-11 (KJV) 1  And it came to pass, that, as the people pressed upon him to hear the word 
of God, he stood by the lake of Gennesaret, 2  And saw two ships standing by the lake: but the 
fishermen were gone out of them, and were washing their nets. 3  And he entered into one of 
the ships, which was Simon's, and prayed him that he would thrust out a little from the land. 
And he sat down, and taught the people out of the ship. 4  Now when he had left speaking, he 
said unto Simon, Launch out into the deep, and let down your nets for a draught. 5  And Simon 
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answering said unto him, Master, we have toiled all the night, and have taken nothing: 
nevertheless at thy word I will let down the net. 6  And when they had this done, they inclosed 
a great multitude of fishes: and their net brake. 7  And they beckoned unto their partners, which 
were in the other ship, that they should come and help them. And they came, and filled both the 
ships, so that they began to sink. 8  When Simon Peter saw it, he fell down at Jesus' knees, 
saying, Depart from me; for I am a sinful man, O Lord. 9  For he was astonished, and all that 
were with him, at the draught of the fishes which they had taken: 10  And so was also James, 
and John, the sons of Zebedee, which were partners with Simon. And Jesus said unto Simon, 
Fear not; from henceforth thou shalt catch men. 11  And when they had brought their ships to 
land, they forsook all, and followed him. 

• Jesus is preaching along the shore of the lake of Gennesaret, which also the called the Sea of 
Galilee or the Sea of Tiberias 

• The crowd has grown so large that is it literally backing Jesus up against the shore of the lake 

• Jesus asks Simon (Peter) if He could he use his boat to preach from 

• Peter agrees and they push away from the shore so Jesus can sit down and preach from the 
boat 

• Jesus sees an opportunity to more effectively reach minister the word of God to the crowd and 
to minister directly to Simon (Peter) 

• Jesus had a public word for the multitude, but at the same time He personal word for 
Peter 

• When Jesus had finished preaching, He said to Simon Peter, “Launch out into the deep, and let 
down you nets for a draught (catch)” 

• Jesus is making to two commands of Peter: 
1. Take your boat out into deeper water and let down your nets for a draught 
2. Leave your personal comfort zone and put all of your faith in Me 

• The word of God is always working to personally take us further and deeper into our 
relationship with God 

• God wants to deepen our faith and obedience to His Word   

• The Word of God is not to be merely heard, it is acted on, it is to be lived out  

• What are you going to do with the word of God you’ve received? 

• The purpose of the word of God is to apply it to our lives 

• Application is putting the word of God into action in our lives 

• If we merely hear the word of God and do nothing with it, there is no opportunity for change in 
our lives 

• Jesus finishes preaching and says to Simon, “Launch out into the deep and let down your nets 
for a draught.” 

• Simon responds to Jesus by saying, “Master” 

• The word “master” means one who is a teacher or tutor 

• Peter heard clearly what Jesus told him to do, but he is reluctant and somewhat resistant  

• Peter tells Jesus, me and my fellow fisherman have toiled all night and have caught nothing 

• Peter is telling Jesus; we are frustrated and disappointed because we worked all night and 
didn’t catch anything 

• Peter has given Jesus a list of excuses/reasons not to obey His word 
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• Peter was saying to Jesus, I hear you, but I’m not really receiving what you’re saying 

• We are sometimes a lot like Peter when the word of God confronts and commands us to do 
something or make a change in our lives 

• Many Christians find themselves arguing with what the Word of God is telling them to do 

• Peter spent time debating with Jesus, but it was a brief time 

• Peter seemed to catch himself in the middle of his objection and say “nevertheless” 

• Peter was saying in spite of what I know and how I feel about Jesus’ command, I will obey your 
word, go out into deep water and let down my nets for a catch 

• Peter instantly changed from objecting to obeying 

• Peter made the decision to trust and obey the words of Jesus despite his fatigue, knowledge of 
the sea and his past failure 

• We have to be like Peter and quickly say, “Nevertheless!” 

• Nevertheless, means I’ll obey your Word even when it doesn’t agree with your knowledge, 
experience, and understanding 

• When Peter obeyed the word of the Lord, his nets captured a great multitude of fish 

• The fish that Peter could not catch using his skill, experience, and trying and failing all night, they 
were no problem to catch when he placed his faith in the word of God and obeyed  

• The word of God comes to us so that we can be useful for the kingdom of God 

• All this happened because Peter humbled himself under the word of God and obeyed 

• God’s provision, power, and favor occurred in Peter’s life after he obeyed the word of God 

• Peter teaches us that obedience isn’t based on “results”, but trust  

• The text is encouraging us not to judge God’s instructions by past failures 

• God may be preparing a miracle behind your act of obedience. 
 
Obedience Leads to Transformation and Mission 
10  His partners, James and John, the sons of Zebedee, were also amazed. Jesus replied to 
Simon, “Don’t be afraid! From now on you’ll be fishing for people!” 11  And as soon as they 
landed, they left everything and followed Jesus. 

• Jesus told Peter, James and John from now on, you will catch men 

• Peter, James, and John gave up fishing and followed Jesus 

• They all left their business, their profession, and the biggest catch of fish they had ever seen to 
follow Jesus 

• Jesus had spoken and as His disciples they obeyed and followed 

• God often blesses our lives when we obey Him, but God often has a greater purpose and plan 
for us 

• Jesus had a greater purpose for speaking into Peter’s life; it was never really about the fish, but 
it was about going deeper in relationship with Him 

• Jesus is still speaking today and He wants a deeper relationship with you 

• Obedience to God’s voice isn’t just about “behavior”; it’s about direction, destiny, and deep 
transformation  


