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God Desires Obedience that Begins with Listening  
Deuteronomy 28:1-2 NKJV  “Now it shall come to pass, if you diligently obey the 
voice of the Lord your God, to observe carefully all His commandments which I 
command you today, that the Lord your God will set you high above all nations of 
the earth. 2 And all these blessings shall come upon you and overtake you, 
because you obey the voice of the Lord your God: 

• Moses is about lead Israel into the Promised Land, they are about to end their 
years in the wilderness and begin to experience the life God had promised them 

• But before they enter Moses wanted to give them some instructions first 

• Moses is about to share the blessings that God wants to give His people, and he 
starts with the word if, meaning the blessings of God are conditional 

• The Israelites must meet God’s conditions to receive God’s blessings 

• What the conditions for God’s blessings? 
o 1. Hearken Diligently to God's Voice 

▪ Not just “hearing casually”, but listening with the intent to obey 
▪ Jesus would later say: “He who has ears to hear, let him hear” Mark 

4:9 
o 2. Observe the Commandments 

▪ This meant studying, remembering, and keeping close watch on 
what God said 

o 3. Do All His Commandments 
▪ Obedience meant full commitment to God’s covenant, with no 

partial loyalty 

• In summary, the condition for God’s blessings is obedience 

• Obedience begins with listening to God’s word and His voice 

• God honors obedience  

• Obedience is better than disobedience; the failure or refusal to obey God  

• Obedience is better than partial obedience, when someone chooses to follow 
“some” of God's instructions while ignoring others; often the parts that feel 
uncomfortable, inconvenient, or costly 

o Partial obedience is a selective approach to following God’s commands  
In 1 Samuel 15:3 God tells Saul to completely destroy the Amalekites — all 
people, animals, everything — as an act of divine judgment, he didn’t do it 
completely  

• Why is partial obedience so dangerous? 
o It gives the appearance of faithfulness, while hiding rebellion. 
o It tries to “edit God’s will” to fit our comfort. 
o It elevates human wisdom over God’s authority. 
o It invites spiritual decline. 

• Jesus said: “If you love Me, keep My commandments.”  John 14:15 Not some 
commandments, not the easy commandments, all of the commandments 
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• Obedience is better than delayed obedience, delayed obedience is when we 
“eventually” obey God, but not when He told us to.  

• The parable of the 10 Virgins in Matthew 25 is an example of delayed obedience 

• Delayed obedience is dangerous because:  
o We assume we’ll have more time. 
o We miss divine opportunities. 
o It trains our heart to tolerate compromise 
o It may be too late. 

• Disobedience, partial obedience, or delayed obedience is still disobedience in the 
eyes of God 

• It is you saying you have a better idea than God and you choose your way instead 
of His way 

• God is looking for complete obedience 

• God told Noah to build an ark, and he obeyed God’s command  

• Noah obeyed God despite what others thought or said about him 

• Circumstance and people will keep you from obeying God and missing out on the 
blessings He’s planned for you 

• When we completely obey God, we experience the blessings of God  

• If Israel obeyed God, God would exalt them above all the nations of the earth 

• So, when God promises to “set them on high,” it’s a covenant promise of elevation, 
influence, and honor.  

• If they obeyed God, they would experience all the blessings of God would come 
on thee and overtake thee 

• What does that mean? 

• God’s blessing would come on thee, which means to arrive or approach  

• God’s favor, provision, protection, peace, and fruitfulness will come into your life 
as a result of obedient living. 

• God’s blessings will overtake thee, means to run after and catch up with  

• Blessings are not just “arriving”; they’re chasing you down!  

• When you obey the voice of God, none of His blessings will be withheld from you 
Psalm 84:11 (KJV) “… no good thing will he withhold from them that walk 
uprightly. “ 

 
Obedience Unlocks a Life of Fruitfulness  
Deuteronomy 28:3-6 3 Blessed shalt thou be in the city, and blessed shalt thou be 
in the field. 4  Blessed shall be the fruit of thy body, and the fruit of thy ground, 
and the fruit of thy cattle, the increase of thy kine, and the flocks of thy sheep. 5  
Blessed shall be thy basket and thy store. 6  Blessed shalt thou be when thou 
comest in, and blessed shalt thou be when thou goest out. 
 
John 15:5 (KJV) 5  I am the vine, ye are the branches: He that abideth in me, and I 
in him, the same bringeth forth much fruit: for without me ye can do nothing. 
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• Verse 2 says all these blessings will come on thee and overtake thee; verse 3 
begins that groups of blessings God promises the Israelites if the obey the voice 
of the Lord 

• God promises to bless every area of our lives if we obey 

• God will Bless You Wherever You Are, vs. 3 
o Your obedience will produce the blessings of God everywhere you go 
o You will not be able to avoid or escape the blessings of God 

• God will Bless You with Fruitfulness, vs. 4-5 
o God will not only bless you with children, but He will also bless your children 
o Your home life with your family will be blessed 
o Israel was an agricultural society and they earned their income through 

farming and raising livestock 
o We don’t live that way today, but the blessing is still force 
o God will whatever method you have to earn income 
o He will bless you with income streams 
o You will have an abundance of what you need 
o Everything around you will increase 

• God will Bless Your Daily Activities, vs. 6 
o Blessed coming in, i.e., From your job, you’ll find that no evil has 

happened to the family or home in your absence. 
o God’s presence will be with you as you go about your daily tasks 
o Your day will be blessed from the time you wake up until the day is done 
o You will be looking for God’s blessings to happen to you 
o When thou goest out—Your way shall be made prosperous before thee  

• In John 15:5, uses the vines and branches metaphor to explain how fruitfulness 
comes from remaining connected to Him 

• Jesus was speaking to His disciples before His crucifixion, encouraging them to 
remain connected (abide) to him for spiritual fruitfulness  

• We are called to stay connected to Jesus Christ through the Word, prayer, worship, 
and obedience 

• The fruit of the Spirit (i.e., love, joy, peace, patience, etc.) in our lives is evidence 
of a healthy spiritual connection, and not human effort  

 
The Heart of Obedience: Love and Relationship 
John 15:9-10 (KJV) 9 As the Father hath loved me, so have I loved you: continue 
ye in my love. 10 If ye keep my commandments, ye shall abide in my love; even 
as I have kept my Father's commandments, and abide in his love. 

• Why do you obey God? Is it out of fear of consequences or out of love? 

• Jesus here is shifting the motivation for obedience from fear to love 

• True obedience flows out of a heart transformed by love, not religious duty 

• We must shift our mindset from “I have to obey” to I get to obey 
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• Jesus isn’t commanding legalism, but He is describing the kind of relationship He 
shares with God; loving and joyful obedience 

• God’s commandments are not burdensome because they are driven by love 1 
John 5:3 (NLT) 3  Loving God means keeping his commandments, and his 
commandments are not burdensome. 

• Jesus invites us to have a loving relationship with Him 

• We obey not to “earn” Jesus’s love, but because we already have it! 
 
Abiding in Jesus Makes Obedience Possible  
John 15: 4 Abide in Me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, 
unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in Me. 
 
Romans 8:3-4 (KJV)3  For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through 
the flesh, God sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and for sin, 
condemned sin in the flesh: 4  That the righteousness of the law might be fulfilled 
in us, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit. 

• Again, Jesus is stressing spiritual connection and dependency 

• We must stay connected to the Vine (Jesus) and not try to live as unattached 
branches 

• There is no life and no fruit in life apart from Christ 

• The unattached branch cannot bear fruit, not real and permanent fruit that is 
acceptable or pleasing to God  

• Only by maintaining our connection with Jesus will produce spiritual results 

• We are unable to obey perfectly Romans 3:23 (NLT) 23  For everyone has 
sinned; we all fall short of God’s glorious standard. 

• The good news is Jesus obeyed perfectly in our place, He died for our 
disobedience, and gives us His Spirit to help us obey, i.e., we walk not after the 
flesh, but after the Spirit  

• We couldn’t meet the demands of the Deuteronomy 28, but Jesus did 

• We don’t obey to “earn” salvation; we obey because we are saved 

• Jesus is both our example and the One who empowers us to obey  

• We can live a lifestyle of listening and obedience when we:  
o Listen to God’s voice above all others 
o Abide in Jesus daily for true fruitfulness 
o Obey out of love, not obligation 
o Trust Jesus to empower your obedience  


