STRENGTH FOR TODAY
Anchored in Hope, Romans 5:1-5

Justified by Faith
Romans 5:1-5 (KJV) Therefore being justified by faith,
e Romans 5 begins with the word; therefore, it connects Romans 1-4 with
Romans 5:
o Paul shows that we are all guilty before God Romans 3:23 (KJV)
23 For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God;
o And that justification (being declared righteous) comes by faith not
by works Romans 4:5 (NLT)
5 But people are counted as righteous, not because of their
work, but because of their faith in God who forgives sinners.
e Paul opens Romans 5 by saying, therefore, being justified by faith
e Justified by faith means we are no longer condemned, but declared
righteous in God’s sight based on our faith in Jesus Christ, not by our own
goodness or efforts

Benefits of Being Justified by Faith
Vs. 1 (cont’d) “....we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ: [2]
By whom also we have access by faith into this grace wherein we stand and
rejoice in hope of the glory of God.”
e Being justified by faith produces some amazing benefits:
e We have peace with God through Jesus Christ
e Peace here is the Greek word eiréné refers to wholeness, harmony, and
well-being that comes when hostility is resolved and a relationship is
restored.
e Peace with God means the battle between us and God is over; and God
won, by winning us
e Before our salvation, we were at war with God and on way to being
eternally separated from God in hell
e Peace with God means there’s no more sin
e Peace with God is a sense and knowledge:
o That we are reconciled with God
o That we are accepted by God
o That we are free from the wrath and judgment of God
o That we are now pleasing to God
e And the source our peace is Jesus Christ
o We can only be justified and have peace with God through Jesus
Christ
o Jesus met the conditions for peace with God by His blood on the
Cross
o We have access to the grace wherein we stand
e As a child of God, we have standing in grace, in God’s unmerited favor
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e Grace is not only the way salvation comes to us, as we are saved by
grace, but grace is a description of our present standing before God
e Because we are standing in God’s grace
o We don’t have to prove we are worthy of God’s love
o We have unlimited access to the presence of God
o Christ has justified us and has removed our guilt and shame, and
we now stand in perfect righteousness before God

We rejoice in the hope of the glory of God

Because we have peace with God and stand in grace, you and | can
triumphantly rejoice in the hope of the glory of God
Rejoicing in the hope of glory of God is the confidence, expectation that one
day we see God in all His glory
We can rejoice because our hope is different than the world’s hope

o When believers hope, it is a certainty, it's an assurance, its

confidence, it knowledge that what God promised is coming to pass

Our hope is based on the presence of the Holy Spirit within us, which is the
glory of God dwelling and working within us Philippians 1:6 (KJV) 6 Being
confident of this very thing, that he which hath begun a good work in
you will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ:
Even though God is still working on us, it doesn’t mean we can’t celebrate
our future, one day of dwelling in the perfect splendor and magnificence of
God
As believers we joyfully look forward to experiencing God's presence, His
perfection and eternal life

Glory in Tribulations
[3] And not only so, but we glory in tribulations also: knowing that tribulation
worketh patience;

God’s promise of glory is not just for the future, it’s for the present, too

We glory in tribulations, also

Tribulations in a word is trouble, pressure, major problems in life
Tribulations are persecutions, financial reversals, extreme need, problems
that have no answers loneliness, sorrow, acute illnesses

If anyone knows about tribulations, it's Paul

Rejoicing in tribulations does not mean we enjoy suffering and pain, but that
we see the meaning and purpose in it

In the midst of trials, we have the ability to praise God

How can | rejoice in my trials?

Because we know that trials are part of God’s purpose in the life of believers
We must trust in the purposes of God

Our station in life, the state of our finances, or what’s going to happen
tomorrow don’t determine whether God is praised or not Psalm 34:1 (KJV)
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| will bless the Lord at all times: his praise shall continually be in my
mouth.

God’s status has not changed, He’s still on the throne,

The conditions around are unstable, but God is constant

God uses our tribulations to strengthen our lives

We can rejoice in the midst of tribulations because they contribute to our
spiritual development

The word tribulations means being under pressure, being squeezed

The trouble that you are experiencing is not a waste of time

It is not pain for the sake of pain

The tough times we are experiencing are teaching times

Times of spiritual development

Why doesn’t God just deliver us out these trials

Tribulations actually help us

Tribulations are the beginning of a spiritual process of development

Tribulations Produces Endurance
[3] And not only so, but we glory in tribulations also: knowing that tribulation
worketh patience;

We can rejoice in tribulations because of what they produce in us

Our tribulations, or problems, our sufferings, help develop our patience, or
perseverance

Patience in this context means endurance or fortitude

Patience or endurance is not passively putting up with the troubles of life,
but it is actively working to overcome the troubles of life

Patience is the ability to remain faithful under pressure

Your tribulations, trials, and problems will teach you how to persevere
James 1:2-4 (KJV) My brethren, count it all joy when ye fall into divers
temptations; [3] Knowing this, that the trying of your faith worketh
patience. [4] But let patience have her perfect work, that ye may be
perfect and entire, wanting nothing.

God can be trusted through all the difficulties of life

Patience Produces Proven Character
[4] And patience, experience; and experience, hope:

Our patience or endurance strengthens our experience or our proven
character

Experience or character here means proof

God uses trials to cleanse us of spiritual impurities

Your endurance, perseverance produces proven character
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As you persevere through trials, tribulations, and troubles, you are shaped
into a person of integrity, proven worth, and tested faith

Character Produces Hope

[4] “..

. and experience, hope:...”

Character produces hope

Hope is to expect with confidence, to anticipate, to rely on with certainty, to
trust with the guarantee, to believe with knowledge

As we become stronger in character, we drawer closer to God, we expect
with certainty God to do all that He said He will do

You don’t know the day when things are going to turn around for you, but
you are confident that they will

What we do know is that we have hope an expectation, a confidence, an
assurance that God will cause all things to work together for our good

God uses hardships we endure to refine us, not destroy us, but ultimately
give us hope

Hope that Won’t Disappoint
[5] And hope maketh not ashamed; because the love of God is shed abroad
in our hearts by the Holy Ghost which is given unto us.

The hope that tribulations, trials, and problems build in us is a hope that will
never be disappointed

Because we have been justified by faith, we will never be disappointed

We won’t be disappointed because the Holy Spirt lives in us

This verse connects justification with the Holy Spirit

God not only forgives us, His Spirit dwells inside us

God pours out His love into our hearts by the Holy Spirit

This hope proves that God loves us in the midst of all that we go through
We will live forever in the presence of God inheriting the promises God has
given in His word

If you’re in Christ, you’ll never be ashamed, abandoned or disappointed
The Holy Spirit is the seal and guarantee of our inheritance we hope for
Ephesians 1:13-14 (NLT) 13 And now you Gentiles have also heard
the truth, the Good News that God saves you. And when you believed
in Christ, he identified you as his own by giving you the Holy Spirit,
whom he promised long ago. 14 The Spirit is God’s guarantee that he
will give us the inheritance he promised and that he has purchased us
to be his own people. He did this so we would praise and glorify him.
Only Jesus offers a hope that won’t disappoint
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