SPEAK LORD...I’M LISTENING
The Lord Speaks through His Word
2 Timothy 3:16-17, Psalm 119:105, Hebrews 4:12

God speaks Through Commands and Direct Instructions

Matthew 28:19-20 (NLT)19 Therefore, go and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them
in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit. 20 Teach these new disciples to
obey all the commands | have given you. And be sure of this: | am with you always, even to
the end of the age.”

God speaks through His Word through direct instructions and commands
Commands are divine orders that require absolute obedience

o They are authoritative, binding, and non-negotiable
These authoritative orders tell us what to do or not to do
God give commands throughout the Bible
There is no misinterpreting what God is saying or what He means when He gives a command
The commands of God have unique characteristics:

o Universal and timeless—apply to all believers.

o Disobedience leads to sin and consequences.

o Often phrased as direct imperatives: "Do not steal" (Exodus 20:15)
The direct instructions we see in the scriptures are slightly different
Direct instructions are divine guidance meant to help us as believers walk in wisdom, grow
spiritually, and live according to God’s will
The characteristics of direct instructions are:

o To provide wisdom and direction rather than strict mandates.

o Often conditional, requiring a response of faith and obedience.

o To help believers apply God's principles in various situations.
Both commands and instructions from the Word are important, but commands must be
followed, while instructions help us as believers make wise choices in their walk with God
The key for us as believers is to obey God’s obey and benefit from both God’s commands and
His instructions in the Bible

God Speaks Through Conviction and Correction

2 Timothy 3:16-17 (KJV) 16 All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for
doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: 17 That the man of God
may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works.

All scripture is given by the inspiration of God, inspiration of God means God-breathed
It is inspiration of God, not man that breathed-out or produced the Bible
Men wrote the Bible based on what God breathed out
Our spiritual growth and development as believers are directly tied to our reading, studying,
learning, living by the Word of God
The Bible is profitable or beneficial for our spiritual development as believers
o Doctrine - Revealing to us the truth
= God wants us to know beyond doubt who God is; who we are; and the beginning,
meaning, and end of all things.
o Reproof — The Bible reveals God’s will and exposes our rebellion and the consequences
of our disobedience to the will of God
o Correction — The Bible shows us how to correct our mistakes when we are wrong
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= The Bible also teaches obedience by teaching a person to discipline himself, even
to the point of suffering Hebrews 5:8 (KJV) 8 Though he were a Son, yet learned
he obedience by the things which he suffered;
Instruction in Righteousness — The Bible teaches believers the right things do, to think,
and to say.
= The Bible reveals how to live "soberly, righteously, and godly in this present world;
looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the great God and our
Saviour Jesus Christ" Titus 2:12-13 (KJV) 12 Teaching us that, denying
ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and
godly, in this present world; 13 Looking for that blessed hope, and the
glorious appearing of the great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ;

God Speaks Through Encouragement and Comfort
Romans 8:28 (KJV) 28 And we know that all things work together for good to them that love
God, to them who are the called according to his purpose.

e God speaks words of hope and encouragement when we face trials and difficult situations

e Romans 8:28 is a powerful passage that speaks to us in difficult times
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And we know - We know in the midst of our troubles and trials God is in the midst of
them

that all things - God is going to use everything that happens to you in life

work together - What you are experiencing right now is not an isolated event, it's part of
God master plan for your life

for good — God will take what you are going through and use it for your good

to them that love God - because you are a child of God you can expect things to work
out for your good because you love God

to them who are the called according to his purpose - The purpose for your life is to
become like His Son Jesus.

e God is sovereign and works through difficult times for our ultimate good
e What scripture has encouraged you in difficult times?
e Here are a few:

1. When You Feel Overwhelmed

Isaiah 41:10 — "Fear not, for | am with you; be not dismayed, for | am your God. I will
strengthen you, yes, | will help you, | will uphold you with My righteous right hand."

2. When You Are Anxious

Philippians 4:6-7 — "Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and
supplication, with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God; and the peace
of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and minds through
Christ Jesus."

3. When You Need Strength

2 Corinthians 12:9-10 — "My grace is sufficient for you, for My strength is made perfect
in weakness."

4. When You Face Trials
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James 1:2-4 — "My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials, knowing
that the testing of your faith produces patience. But let patience have its perfect work,
that you may be perfect and complete, lacking nothing.”

5. When You Are Facing Fear

Psalm 23:4 — "Yea, though | walk through the valley of the shadow of death, | will fear
no evil; for You are with me; Your rod and Your staff, they comfort me.”

God Speaks Through Guidance and Wisdom
Psalm 119:105 (KJV) 105 Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my path.

The Word of God is a light or a candle for our feet

The Word of God makes our steps clear

Without God’s Word, our steps our unsure, uncertain, and even perilous

God’s Word not only prevents spiritual stumbling, but it helps us walk the way God wants us to
walk

If we live by the Word of God we won’t walk in spiritual darkness, we won’t stumble over
spiritual obstacles, we won’t fall into traps set for us by the devil, and we will be able to
recognize efforts by the world to pull us away from the biblical principles written in the Word of
God

The Word of God not only guides us, it is also full of wisdom just waiting for us James 1:5
(NLT) 5 If you need wisdom, ask our generous God, and he will give it to you. He will
not rebuke you for asking.

If we are going through challenges, we can’t handle it or figure it out, we need to ask for
wisdom

God is the source of wisdom

The wisdom of God is divine, it comes from God

True wisdom begins with God Proverbs 1:7 (KJV) The fear of the LORD is the beginning of
wisdom

God Speaks through His Word to provide wisdom for every situation and every decision
You can go to people for help and wisdom and they sometimes make you feel bad for not
knowing

God is not like people; He will criticize you for not knowing how to handle a problem because
He wants you to keep coming back to His Word for His wisdom

God Speaks Through Transformation and Spiritual Growth

Hebrews 4:12 (NLT2) 12 For the word of God is alive and powerful. It is sharper than the
sharpest two-edged sword, cutting between soul and spirit, between joint and marrow. It
exposes our innermost thoughts and desires.

The Word of God is not simply a collection of word from God

The Bible is both alive and powerful

The Bible is inherently, naturally alive, no one make the Bible alive

The Bible is powerful, active, effective

The Word of God is alive and moving and has the power to produce the desired result
The Word of God is sharper than any two-edged sword
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The Word of God reaches us with amazing precision

The word of God is a sword with two edges and no blunt, dull, unnecessary side

There are no useless, superfluous, or unnecessary words in the Bible

With the precision of a surgeon’s knife, God’s Word reveals who we are and who we’re not
It penetrates the core of our moral (soul) and spiritual (spirit) life

God speaks through His Word by transforming our hearts and minds

Reading and applying God’s Word changes us to become more like Jesus Romans 12:2
(KJV) 2 And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of
your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of
God.

The demands of God’s Word require decisions

As we read the Word of God, we are to allow it to shape our character, attitudes and actions

God Speaks Through the Revelation of Jesus Christ

Jesus is the fulfilment of the Word

The Bible reveals our sinfulness and the need for a Savior Romans 3:23 (KJV) 23 For all
have sinned, and come short of the glory of God;

Jesus came to fulfill the Law and provide salvation John 14:6 (KJV) 6 Jesus saith unto him,
I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me.

Faith comes by hearing and hearing by the Word of God Romans 10:17 (NLT) 17 So faith
comes from hearing, that is, hearing the Good News about Christ.

The entire Bible points to Jesus; His coming, His sacrifice, and His salvation

The Law shows our need for a Savior Romans 3:20 (NLT) 20 For no one can ever be made
right with God by doing what the law commands. The law simply shows us how sinful
we are.

The prophets foretold of Jesus (Isaiah 53)

The Gospels reveal Jesus John 1:1 (KJV) 1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word
was with God, and the Word was God. ..... John 1:14 (KJV) 14 And the Word was made
flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of
the Father,) full of grace and truth.

The Epistles explain how to live for Jesus Colossians 3:16 (NLT) 16 Let the message
about Christ, in all its richness, fill your lives. Teach and counsel each other with all the
wisdom he gives. Sing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs to God with thankful
hearts.

When we read and study the Bible, we hear God’s voice pointing us to Jesus
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