
SPEAK LORD! 

Recognizing God’s Voice 

 1 Samuel 3:1-10, 19-21 
 
 

©2025 Kevin K. Dickerson  Facebook: @BishopKevinDickerson 1 

 

God is ALWAYS Speaking, But Are We Listening? 

• The God we serve is a speaking God 
• When God speaks things happen 

• God speaks in so many ways 
• God speaks through His Word, His Spirt, the biblical teaching and preaching, 

circumstance in our lives, through people, etc. 
• The issue is not if the Lord is speaking, the real question is, “Are we listening?” 

 

God’s Voice Comes in Unlikely Times  
1 Samuel 3:1-3 (NKJV) 3 Now the boy Samuel ministered to the Lord before Eli. 

And the word of the Lord was rare in those days; there was no widespread 
revelation. 2 And it came to pass at that time, while Eli was lying down in his 

place, and when his eyes had begun to grow so dim that he could not see, 3 
and before the lamp of God went out in the tabernacle of the Lord where the 

ark of God was, and while Samuel was lying down,  
• Samuel was a young man that served in the Temple under the direction Eli, the 

high priest 
• Samuel was in the Temple ministering to the Lord 

• Ministering to the Lord is prayer, praise, worship in the presence of the Lord, while 
ministering for the Lord is doing the work of the Lord like preaching teaching, 

preaching, witnessing, serving, etc. 
• The text says the time in which Samuel was serving the Word of the Lord was rare 

in those days; there was no widespread revelation  

• It was a time of spiritual decline and disconnection from God 
• The moral and spiritual decline of Israel was due to the corruption and moral 

failures of Eli and his sons 
• Eli knew what his sons were doing, but did not hold them accountable 

• The word of God was rare in those days also because there were so few committed 
and faithful people Judges 21:25 (KJV) 25  In those days there was no king 

in Israel: every man did that which was right in his own eyes. 
• What was true then is true now 

• God still speaks, but not as often as He desires because there is moral and 
spiritual decline in the church 

• Despite the spiritual decay of the times, there was good news for Samuel 
• As bad as things were the lamp of God in the Temple had not gone out 

• The lamp of God is often symbolic of God’s presence, guidance, and revelation.  
• The light of God still cuts through the darkness and is a constant reminder that His 

presence is with us  

• Samuel is lying down near the lamp of God and the Ark of the covenant; he was 
positioned physically and spiritually in the presence of God  
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• God speaks to us when we are drawing close to Him, and we are in a spiritual 

condition to hear His voice 
 

God’s Voice is Often Misunderstood 
4 that the Lord called Samuel. And he answered, “Here I am!” 5 So he ran to 

Eli and said, “Here I am, for you called me.”  And he said, “I did not call; lie 
down again.” And he went and lay down.  6 Then the Lord called yet again, 

“Samuel!”  So Samuel arose and went to Eli, and said, “Here I am, for you 

called me.” He answered, “I did not call, my son; lie down again.” 7 (Now 
Samuel did not yet know the Lord, nor was the word of the Lord yet revealed 

to him.) 
• The Lord called Samuel, and he answered, Here am I and ran to Eli and said, did 

you call me? 
• The Lord called Samuel a 2nd time and he answered Here am I and ran to Eli did 

you call me 
• Samuel "did not yet know the Lord" indicates that Samuel had not yet developed a 

personal, experiential knowledge of God through God speaking to directly to him  
• Like Samuel, many believers, whether young in age or in faith, may be in a stage 

where they are serving and faithful but have not yet had a personal, direct 
encounter with God  

• This verse underscores the importance of personal revelation and direct 
communication with God for true spiritual growth and maturity 

 

God’s Voice Requires a Willing Response 
8 And the Lord called Samuel again the third time. So he arose and went to Eli, 

and said, “Here I am, for you did call me.”  Then Eli perceived that the Lord had 
called the boy. 9 Therefore Eli said to Samuel, “Go, lie down; and it shall be, if 

He calls you, that you must say, ‘Speak, Lord, for Your servant hears.’”  So, 
Samuel went and lay down in his place. 10 Now the Lord came and stood and 

called as at other times, “Samuel! Samuel!”….19 So Samuel grew, and the Lord 
was with him and let none of his words fall to the ground. 

• The Lord called Samuel for a 3rd time and he answered, “Here am I and ran to Eli 
did you call me?” 

• Then Eli realized it was the Lord calling Samuel 
• Eli said go back to bed and if He calls you again, say, Speak Lord, Your servant 

hears (or Your servant is listening)  
• When you are young or new at something, it helps to have a mentor that can 

guide you 

• We must recognize that new believers or those young in their faith may not yet 
have experienced personal revelations from God  
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• Spiritually mature believers are to teach new believers and those young in the 

faith to actively seek God’s voice through prayer, reading the Bible, and being 
open to the Holy Spirit  

• Samuel went back to bed 
• Then the Lord came and stood by Samuel and called him like He did before 

Samuel! Samuel! 
• Samuel said Speak Lord, your servant is listening  

• This moment signifies the beginning of Samuel's prophetic ministry.  

• By saying, “Speak, for your servant is listening,” Samuel shows humility, 
readiness, and willingness to obey God’s instructions.  

• Being a servant who listens implies not just hearing but being ready to act upon 
God’s directions  

• Samuel’s obedience led to his spiritual growth and effectiveness as a prophet 
• The phrase, “the Lord was with him and let none of his words fall to the 

ground” means that everything Samuel spoke came to pass 
• When answering God’s call don’t merely “listen”, be ready and willing to respond 

to God’s call 
• Hearing God’s voice is not enough, obedience is required 

• True listening involves submission and action, not just hearing James 1:22 (KJV) 
22  But be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving your own 

selves. 
• Question:  What has God spoken to you that you need to obey?  

 

God’s Voice Points Us to Jesus  
19 So Samuel grew, and the Lord was with him and let none of his words fall to 

the ground. 20 And all Israel from Dan to Beersheba knew that Samuel had 
been established as a prophet of the Lord. 21 Then the Lord appeared again in 

Shiloh. For the Lord revealed Himself to Samuel in Shiloh by the word of the 
Lord….. John 10:27 (KJV) My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they 

follow me: 
• "Samuel grew, and the Lord was with him, and he let none of his words fall to the 

ground", indicates that Samuel matured in his relationship with God, and his 
prophetic messages were taken seriously by the people because they were seen as 

directly from God 
• "And all Israel from Dan to Beersheba knew that Samuel was confirmed as a 

prophet of the Lord" - shows that Samuel's ability to hear God's voice was widely 
recognized, establishing him as a reliable prophet for the nation  

• “Then the Lord appeared again in Shiloh. For the Lord revealed Himself to Samuel 

in Shiloh by the word of the Lord” - This signified the return of prophetic 

revelation, where God was again directing Israel through His chosen prophet 
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• What does this passage means for us today? 

1. God still reveals Himself 
a. Are you making time to seek Him daily? 

2. God speaks through His Word, not just experiences 
a. Are you listening to His voice in Scripture? 

3. We are called to be His messengers 
a. Are you sharing what God has revealed to you? 

4. Just as God revealed Himself through Samuel, He ultimately revealed Himself 

fully in Jesus Christ (John 1:18). 
o Jesus is the Word made flesh (John 1:14) and through Him, we see God’s 

heart, His truth, and His salvation. 
• Through Jesus, we have direct access to God’s voice John 10:27 (KJV) My 

sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me: 
o “My sheep hear my voice” – We recognize Jesus’ voice 

▪ Sheep recognize their shepherd’s voice and distinguish it from others 
(John 10:4-5). 

▪ Jesus’ true followers listen to Him and respond to His guidance. 
o “And I know them” – Jesus knows us personally 

▪ Christianity isn’t just about knowing about Jesus—it’s about being 
known by Jesus 

o “And they follow me” – Obedience and discipleship 
▪ To follow Jesus means to live according to His teachings, trust in His 

direction, and submit to His Lordship  

• Samuel's story demonstrates that a strong relationship with God is developed over 
time, and through that relationship, we gain the ability to discern God's voice 

more clearly 


