DOLLAR$ AND SENSE
Excel in Generosity
2 Corinthians 8:1-9

The Model of Generosity

2 Corinthians 8:1-5 (NLT) 1 Now | want you to know, dear brothers and sisters,
what God in his kindness has done through the churches in Macedonia. 2 They
are being tested by many troubles, and they are very poor. But they are also
filled with abundant joy, which has overflowed in rich generosity. 3 For | can
testify that they gave not only what they could afford, but far more. And they did it
of their own free will. 4 They begged us again and again for the privilege of
sharing in the gift for the believers in Jerusalem. 5 They even did more than we
had hoped, for their first action was to give themselves to the Lord and to us, just
as God wanted them to do.
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2 Corinthians 8 is a follow up by Paul to the church at Corinth

In 1 Corinthains 16, Paul asked the church to give financially in support of
poorer churches in Jerusalem

The church started out giving well, but their giving slowed down and
eventually stopped

What stopped their giving?

There were false teachers in the church causing strife and confusion,
there was disagreements amongst believers, and there was even a
rejection of the ministry of Paul

Since that time, the church at Corinth experienced a spiritual revival and
had renewed focus on the things of God

Paul wants them to get back on track in supporting God’s work

What Paul did was give the church at Corinth a model, a pattern, an
example to follow

To help them get back on track, Paul gave them example of model
Christian givers they should imitate

The Macedonian churches (were the churches at Philippi, Thessalonica,
and Berea)

But through wars with the Romans, the Macedonians were stripped of all
their natural resources

The churches are struggling financially because of poverty and
persecution

But Paul was using them as the example, the model, the pattern of
Christian generosity

The Macedonian churches gave by the grace of God on their lives

The Macedonian churches were financially poor, but the were rich in the
grace of God

The Macedonian churches gave despite difficult circumstances; they were
going through persecution and financial distress and they still gave
generously to God’s work
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They knew the grace, the favor, and the
blessings of God in a very, very special way.
God used the Macedonian churches to help the church in Jerusalem in
several ways:
o They gave to help others and they gave liberally
= They gave despite terrible trials and deep poverty
o They gave beyond their ability
= The Macedonian churches did not give according to their
ability, but they went beyond what they were able to give.
= To give beyond one’s ability means to give sacrificially, even
when it seems difficult or costly.
o They gave insistently, begging for the privilege to share
» They gave because they wanted to share in the fellowship of
ministering to the saints.
o They gave themselves to the Lord first
= The Macedonian believers gave all they were and had to the
Lord.
= They used this occasion, the occasion of an offering—the
occasion when they were asked to help others—to
rededicate their lives and possessions to Christ.
= When we have an open heart, we’ll have an open hand
ready to give to support righteous causes
The Macedonian churches demonstrated the spirit of generosity that’s
need to support the local church, foreign ministries, evangelize the lost
and expand the kingdom of God

Excel in Generosity

6 So we have urged Titus, who encouraged your giving in the first place, to
return to you and encourage you to finish this ministry of giving. 7 Since
you excel in so many ways—in your faith, your gifted speakers, your
knowledge, your enthusiasm, and your love from us—I want you to excel
also in this gracious act of giving.
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The Corinthian church had promised to give, but they were slow in fulfilling
their promise

The Corinthian church excelled in many spiritual areas, but not in
generosity

True discipleship is growth in every area of our lives including generosity
Growing in your generosity is a sign of spiritual growth

Paul wanted the Corinthians to excel in generosity, too

As we grow and excel in other areas, we are to grow in our generosity as
well
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e Paul told the Corinthian church, you are excelling in:
I. Faith — they had a strong belief, trust and reliance on God
ii. Utterance — They were sound in the word of truth, they knew the
word of God for themselves
lii. Knowledge — They were proficient in applying the word truth to the
issues of their lives
iv. Diligence — They had a spiritual passion for the things of God, they
were serious about their walk with God
v. Love — They loved everyone unconditionally
e Just as they had excelled in so many “other” areas, Paul was urging them
to excel in their generosity as well
e |tis possible to grow spiritually strong in some areas and be spiritually
deficient in others
e In Scripture, there are examples of excelling in one area and being
deficient in others
o Peter (Courageous but Impulsive)
1. Peter boldly confessed Christ (Matthew 16:16) but
lacked self-control and denied Jesus (Luke 22:54-62).
o The Ephesian Church (Sound Doctrine but Lacking Love)
1. The church in Ephesus was strong in doctrine and
discernment (Revelation 2:2-3) but deficient in love
(Revelation 2:4-5).
o The Pharisees (Religious but Unmerciful)
1. They were zealous for the Law but lacked justice,
mercy, and faithfulness (Matthew 23:23).
e God not only wants us to be people of great faith, Bible knowledge and
application, serious about the things of God and love everyone
unconditionally; God also wants us to believers that excel in generosity

Generosity is an Act of Love
8 | am not commanding you to do this. But | am testing how genuine your
love is by comparing it with the eagerness of the other churches.
e Paul does not command the Corinthians to give
e God is pleased only with gifts that are willingly and cheerfully given 2
Corinthians 9:7 (KJV) 7 Every man according as he purposeth in his
heart, so let him give; not grudgingly, or of necessity: for God loveth
a cheerful giver.
e God blesses only those who willingly help others.
e Our giving must be based upon love for those who are lost and needy
e Our giving must be based upon the example of those who give sacrificially
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¢ In the case of the Corinthians, they had the dynamic example of the
Macedonians.

e In our case, we should be stirred to follow the dynamic example of all
those who give willingly and sacrificially.

e Love is proven by action

Jesus: Our Ultimate Example of Generosity
9 You know the generous grace of our Lord Jesus Christ. Though he was
rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, so that by his poverty he could
make you rich.
e Paul tells the Corinthian church they know the grace or the giving of our
Lord Jesus
Above all others, Jesus Christ demonstrates not only that we are to give,
but how we are to give.
The Lord Jesus Christ was rich
The Lord Jesus Christ became poor
This refers to the incarnation of Jesus Christ, that is, to His condescension
to earth
The Lord Jesus Christ, who was King of kings and Lord of lords, who was
God in the flesh, left all the glory and worship of heaven to become a man
e Jesus was rich, yet for our sakes He became poor
e Because He became poor, we can become rich
e We can receive the adoption of sons, actually become sons and
daughters of God and live with Him forever and ever in the new heavens
and earth 2 Corinthians 6:17-18 (NLT) 17 Therefore, come out from
among unbelievers, and separate yourselves from them, says the
LORD. Don’t touch their filthy things, and I will welcome you. 18 And
| will be your Father, and you will be my sons and daughters, says
the LORD Almighty.”

e Since Christ willingly sacrificed so much to help us, we ought to sacrifice
to help those in need.
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