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It Starts with You 
Deuteronomy 6:4-5 (KJV) 4  Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God is one 
LORD: 5  And thou shalt love the LORD thy God with all thine heart, and 
with all thy soul, and with all thy might  

• God commanded Moses to teach the Israelites about God 

• This passage is called the Shema, which means to listen; it is Israel’s 
foundational confession of faith and devotion to God 

• Before we can teach our children about money, we must first teach them 
about God 

• He is: 
o the LORD - the Creator, the Sovereign One, the Lord of all 

▪ God is the one, true and living God 
▪ He is the God of salvation, deliverance and redemption 
▪ He is the God of justice and mercy for all 

o Our God - it’s a personal relationship between us and God 
▪ We are related to Him, we are His people, the sheep of His 

pasture 
▪ God is actively involved in our daily lives 

o One Lord - not “one of many”, but the only One 
▪ The word for Lord here is the Hebrew word “Elohim” is a 

plural word used as if it were singular 
▪ There is one God, existing in three persons 

• Love the Lord with all thine heart, soul, and might - your whole being; 
heart, soul, and strength 

o We are to love God with every fiber of our being 
o Love God with all our heart 

▪ The heart is the seat of our affection and will (devotion)  
o We are to love God with all our soul 

▪ The soul is the seat our consciousness, our breath, our life 
▪ We are to love God with the very breath of who we are  

o We are to love God with all our strength 
▪ Our strength is our ability 

o God doesn’t demand a multitude of things from us, all He wants is 
our love 

o But when you truly love God with all your heart, soul, and strength, 
you’ll freely do anything for Him and give anything to Him 

• We love God because He first loved us 1 John 4:19 (KJV) 19 We love 
him, because he first loved us. 

• Before we can teach our children to love God, we must first love God 
ourselves  
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Teach Your Children About God 
6  And these words, which I command thee this day, shall be in thine heart: 
7  And thou shalt teach them diligently unto thy children, and shalt talk of 
them when thou sittest in thine house, and when thou walkest by the way, 
and when thou liest down, and when thou risest up. 8  And thou shalt bind 
them for a sign upon thine hand, and they shall be as frontlets between 
thine eyes. 9  And thou shalt write them upon the posts of thy house, and 
on thy gates. 

• The commandments must be in our heart 

• This commandment to love God is not something we “feel”, it is something 
we do 

• The love you have for God must be taught to your children 

• We are to diligently teach our children the commandments of God  

• We have a parental responsibility to teach our children diligently the 
principles of Christian living 

• Parents are the ones responsible to give their children a Christian 
education 

• But teaching our children is not just teaching them biblical facts, principles, 
Bible verses and songs; it is living out the truth of God’s word before 
your children 

• Our children need to see the truth of God’s commandments lived out in 
our lives  

• When they see the truth lived out before them, they absorb the truth and 
begin to live the truth themselves 

• We are to about God to our children when we’re sitting at home, on the 
way to school, before they go to bed and when they get up, etc. 

• We are to take advantage of every teachable moment at home and 
wherever we go to teach about God 

• We must integrate our faith into everyday life, making it a living, breathing 
part of our daily life, decisions, and priorities  

 
Teach Your Children About Money 
7  And thou shalt teach them diligently unto thy children, and shalt talk of 
them when thou sittest in thine house, and when thou walkest by the way, 
and when thou liest down, and when thou risest up. 8 And thou shalt bind 
them for a sign upon thine hand, and they shall be as frontlets between 
thine eyes. 

• Just as we have a parental responsibility to teach our children the 
principles of Christian living, we also have a parental responsibility to 
teach our children biblical principles about money 
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• The foundation of children’s practices and attitudes about money will 
come from us 

• Virtually everything they know how to do, they learned from us 

• Our children need to be taught what the Bible says about money 

• We must teach them biblical principles of: 

• Giving Luke 6:38 Give, and it shall be given unto you; good 
measure, pressed down, and shaken together, and running over, 
shall men give into your bosom. For with the same measure that 
ye mete withal it shall be measured to you again. (KJV) 

• Teach your children that God is first in their lives and first in their 
finances Proverbs 3:9-10 (NLT) 9  Honor the LORD with your 
wealth and with the best part of everything you produce. 10  
Then he will fill your barns with grain, and your vats will 
overflow with good wine. 

• Saving Proverbs 21:20  There is treasure to be desired and oil in 
the dwelling of the wise; but a foolish man spendeth it up.  

• Teach your children how to save the money they get from doing 
chores, their allowance, birthday money, graduation money, etc.  

• Teach them to save for the things they want (i.e. clothes, video 
game, cell phone, computer, a car) 

• Spending 1 Timothy 6:17-19 17 Charge them that are rich in this 
world, that they be not highminded, nor trust in uncertain riches, 

but in the living God, who giveth us richly all things to enjoy; 18 

That they do good, that they be rich in good works, ready to 
distribute, willing to communicate;  

• Teach them to spend your money wisely 

• Teach them to make good financial decisions 

• Teach them to ask God for wisdom in handling your money 
James 1:5 

• Covetousness Luke 12:15 15 And he said unto them, Take heed, 
and beware of covetousness: for a man's life consisteth not in the 
abundance of the things which he possesseth.  

• Teach them to be content, satisfied with what they have 

• Financial responsibility 

• They can’t waste “their money” and expect you to give them more 

• Verse 8 says, “And thou shalt bind them for a sign upon thine hand, 
and they shall be as frontlets between thine eyes.”  

• The Israelites would write scripture verses on pieces or parchment and 
carry them in small pouches called phylacteries and they would write 
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scriptures on a band, called frontlets and attach it to their forehead as a 
public reminder or symbol of their commitment to God’s Law 

• Teach your children about the wise use of money, every chance you get; 
take advantage of every teachable moment 

• For our financial teaching to be effective, it must match our financial living 

• We must be good models of financial stewardship 

• If we haven’t been good stewards in the past, be honest with our children 
and tell them this is an area I’m still learning, let’s learn together 

• We can also teach our children powerful financial lessons through some of 
our financial mistakes 

• Use your everyday experiences to teach your children how God wants 
them to handle money 

 
Teach for Generational Impact  
9  And thou shalt write them upon the posts of thy house, and on thy gates. 

• The Israelites would write God’s commands in a small container attached 
to their doorpost called a mezuzah, it was a public and private declaration 
of faith that influenced the next generation 

• God wants us to create a legacy of knowing and living by the Word of God  

• God wants us to create a culture of stewardship and generosity in our 
lives and the lives of generations coming after us 

• But what if my children are grown? 

• Teach your children through your testimony 

• Teach your grandchildren, mentor a child, etc. 

• It’s never too late to teach the next generation about God, living for God, 
serving God, and being a good steward of God’s resources  

• When we teach our children, grandchildren, etc. about God and money, 
we’re doing our part to change a generation  

• God wants to use you to shape the faith of future generations  

• God wants us to leave a legacy of faith, not just wealth  


