DOLLARS & SENSE

The Wisdom of the Ant: Lessons on Saving Money

Proverbs 6:6-8

1. Observe the Ant: The Wisdom of Hard Work and Foresight
Proverbs 6:6 "Go to the ant, thou sluggard; consider her ways and be wise!"

Solomon tells us in proverbs 6 to observe the ant and learn from their ways and
become wise
Looking at the ants we see:
o Hardworking
Strength
Always busy
Collaborative
Adaptable
Resilient
The Bible is telling to observe and learn from the ants is because what they are
doing is proven and it’s working
In the business world, it's called adopting best practices
Saving money starts with observing, learning, and implementing from wise
practices Romans 12:9 (KJV) “...cleave to that which is good.”
In the times when you have financial surplus, save a portion of it so you have
money available when resources are not as plentiful
What can we do to learn to be better at saving money?
o Learn from financial management principles in Bible
o Build relationships with godly people who are good at managing and
saving money ask them to mentor
o Read books on managing and saving money
o Attend classes and seminars on managing and saving money
o Apply what you learn
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2. Learn to Plan: Preparing for Future Needs
Proverbs 6:7-8a (KJV) 7 “Which having no guide, overseer, or ruler, 8 Provideth
her meat in the summer,...”

The ant has no boss, no manager, or supervisor, making them work, they know
they need to work

The text says the ant provideth her meat in the summer, which means the ant
stores away (saves) some of the resources they have gleaned from its work
The ant is not “spending everything” it has because that’s not wise planning or
preparation for the future Proverbs 21:20 (KJV) 20 There is treasure to be
desired and oil in the dwelling of the wise; but a foolish man spendeth it
up.

The wisdom of the ant is it was preparing for the future

Saving money is wisdom because we don’t know what the future holds for us
financially and it's a wise practice to have money saved for the future

Create a savings plan, such as an emergency fund or retirement account, to
prepare for expected and unexpected future expenses
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3. Save During Prosperity: Use the Seasons Wisely
Proverbs 6:8 Provideth her meat in the summer and gathereth her food in the
harvest.
e The ant has the wisdom to gather and store its food in the summer because it
knows winter is coming
e It works hard during summer, storing food now for times when resources are
scarce, such as winter
e This principle teaches us to recognize opportunities and use them wisely
« When you have surplus income, resist the urge to overspend
e During prosperous times, David prepared materials for the temple so Solomon
could build it later 1 Chronicles 22:5 (KJV) 5 And David said, Solomon my
son is young and tender, and the house that is to be builded for the LORD
must be exceeding magnifical, of fame and of glory throughout all
countries: | will therefore now make preparation for it. So David prepared
abundantly before his death.
e While the Bible teaches us to trust in God's provision (Matthew 6:25-34),
Proverbs 6:8 also highlights our role of personal responsibility and stewardship
« We are to be stewards of our time, talents, and treasure and we must work
diligently to manage well all that God has entrusted to us

4. Avoid Laziness & Procrastination: Discipline Leads to Financial Stability
Proverbs 6:6a "Go to the ant, thou sluggard...”
o Laziness and procrastination often lead to missed opportunities to save, or build
financial security
e The ant did not wait until a “crisis arose” to start working
« We must work to develop self-discipline and take proactive steps to save, even
when it’s inconvenient or difficult
« Small consistent saving efforts over time will yield great results
e The antis encouraging us to make the shift from “laziness and procrastination” to
diligence
e The opposite of “laziness and procrastination” when it comes to saving money is
diligent effort
o What is diligent effort? Diligent effort is consistent effort over time
« Key characteristics of diligent effort in saving money
Discipline
Consistency
Foresight
Responsibility
Intentionality
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Practical Steps to Practicing Diligent Effort
e Start Small:
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o Begin saving now, no matter how small
o Create a Budget:
o Allocate a specific portion of your income to savings each month
e Set Specific Goals:
o Define what you’re saving for and attach timelines to your goals
e Say NO to “unnecessary spending”:
o Redirect those funds to your savings
e Monitor Your Progress:
o Regularly review your savings goals and adjust your plan as needed
o Get educated:
o Learn more about what the Bible says about personal finances and saving
money
e Realizing saving money is spiritually beneficial:
o Saving money is an important element of good stewardship
« When we practice diligent effort and proactive planning, we honor God with our
money, we build financial security, and reflect wise stewardship in our lives
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