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The Borrower is Servant to the Lender 
Proverbs 22:7 (KJV) The rich ruleth over the poor, and the borrower is servant to 
the lender.  

• Proverbs 22:7 show the influence of wealth in society and economic relationships  

• The rich have the resources to make decisions that affect others, including the 
"poor," who may depend on them for loans, employment, or aid.  

• Proverbs 22:7 is a warning about debt 

• The way we view debt has both spiritual and practical implications  

• Does this verse mean we should never borrow?  
o No, but it warns us never to take on debt without carefully understanding it 

and examining our ability to repay it 
o No, but we should consider if the debt we incur is wise and prudent 

• This verse also acknowledges the risks associated with debt; the borrower is 
servant to the lender 

• We must realize that until the loan/debt is repaid, we are “servants” or slaves to 
the lender  

• The debtor/borrower is under the lender’s control 

• This verse reminds us of the spiritual and practical bondage associated with debt  

• Debt can lead to a form of bondage, both in spiritual and practical ways:  

• Spiritual Bondage: 
o Debt has control over you - Debt places you under the control of lenders, 

often forcing you to prioritize paying off debts rather than freely giving to 
God, supporting others, or investing in your spiritual growth.  

▪ Jesus warned about the power of wealth and the need for freedom 
from materialism in Matthew 6:24, saying No one can serve two 
masters 

o Discontentment and Anxiety: When we are bound by debt, we may 
experience constant worry, a sense of discontentment, and even anxiety, 
as our financial obligations overshadow our peace 

▪ Philippians 4:6-7 advises us to "be anxious for nothing," but if we’re 
in debt we may struggle with this command due to the pressures of 
repayment  

• Practical Bondage: 
o Limited Financial Freedom: Debt reduces our ability to make choices 

freely  
o Impacts on Relationships: Financial strain from debt can damage 

relationships, particularly in marriages, as stress, frustration, and 
resentment may develop.  

o Lack of Generosity: When we’re in debt we may find it difficult to honor 
God with the tithe, give to others, or support other meaningful causes, 
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restricting both our ability to serve others and experience the joy of 
generosity.  

• Proverbs 22:7 is also a challenge for us to: 
o Live within our means  
o Exercise caution when borrowing  
o Live with financial integrity  
o Free ourselves from all financial obligations that hinder us from serving 

God fully  
 
How did We Get Here? 

• We didn’t get into debt all at once, it was usually little by little  

• Believers, like others, we fall into debt trouble for many different reasons 

• Lack of Financial Stewardship – We don’t have a clear financial plan/budget, 
or we fail to live within our means 

• Pressure to Keep Up – Cultural and social pressures can push us to live beyond 
our means to maintain a certain “lifestyle”, appear “successful” or “keep up” 
with others  

o Our goal is not “keeping up with the Joneses”, our goal is contentment, 
being satisfied with who you are and what you have   1 Timothy 6:6-8 
(NLT) 6  Yet true godliness with contentment is itself great wealth. 
7  After all, we brought nothing with us when we came into the 
world, and we can’t take anything with us when we leave it. 8  So if 
we have enough food and clothing, let us be content. 

• Lack of Planning and Wisdom – We may fail to plan of the future, save for 
emergencies, or make informed financial decisions  

o Wise planning is essential to avoid financial bondage Luke 14:28-30 
(NLT) 28  “But don’t begin until you count the cost. For who would 
begin construction of a building without first calculating the cost 
to see if there is enough money to finish it? 29  Otherwise, you 
might complete only the foundation before running out of money, 
and then everyone would laugh at you. 30  They would say, ‘There’s 
the person who started that building and couldn’t afford to finish 
it!’ 

• Trusting in Debt as a Solution Instead of God - We may rely on borrowing to 
solve financial problems instead of strutting God provide or seeking His 
guidance  

o Trust God to provide for you and give you wisdom to overcome your 
financial challenges Philippians 4:19 (KJV) 19  But my God shall 
supply all your need according to his riches in glory by Christ 
Jesus.  
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We Can Be Debt Free! 
Deuteronomy 28:12-13 (KJV) 12  The LORD shall open unto thee his good 
treasure, the heaven to give the rain unto thy land in his season, and to bless all 
the work of thine hand: and thou shalt lend unto many nations, and thou shalt not 
borrow. 13  And the LORD shall make thee the head, and not the tail; and thou 
shalt be above only, and thou shalt not be beneath; if that thou hearken unto the 
commandments of the LORD thy God, which I command thee this day, to observe 
and to do them:  

• When we live by God’s word, God will bless the work of our hands, and we will 
be the lend and not have to borrow 

• Develop a plan to be debt free 
o It’s been said if we fail to plan, we plan to fail 
o Know where you stand financially 
o Develop a plan to pay off your debt 
o As you pay off debt, use the “freed up” money to accelerate paying off the 

next debt 

• Change your spending habits 
o Pay with cash, not credit 
o Develop ways to reduce your spending  

• Increase your income to reduce your debt 
o Use the “untapped resources” you already have in your house  
o What’s in your house? 

▪ What items, ideas, skills, abilities are in your house that can be 
converted into cash to pay off your debt? 

▪ Sell some things and use the proceeds to reduce your debt 

• Stop worrying 
o Worry will keep us from doing what we need to do to eliminate our debt 
o Trust that God will take care of you 

• Establish an emergency fund of at least $500 within the next 90 days, don’t delay 
Proverbs 27:1 (KJV) 1  Boast not thyself of to morrow; for thou knowest not 
what a day may bring forth.  

o We don’t know from day to day what will happen in our lives 
o God wants you to be prepared for the unexpected  
o You only use the emergency fund for legitimate emergencies 
o Keep building the emergency fund where you have 3-6 months living 

expenses set aside   

• Be a consistent tither Malachi 3:10 (NLT2) 10  Bring all the tithes into the 
storehouse so there will be enough food in my Temple. If you do,” says the 
LORD of Heaven’s Armies, “I will open the windows of heaven for you. I will 
pour out a blessing so great you won’t have enough room to take it in! Try 
it! Put me to the test!  

o God’s promises to the consistent tither: 
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▪ God will bless you 
▪ You will see God open His floodgates of blessings for you 
▪ God will bless you beyond your expectations 
▪ God will stop the “pests” for devouring your harvest Malachi 3:11-

12 (KJV) And I will rebuke the devourer for your sakes, and he 
shall not destroy the fruits of your ground; neither shall your 
vine cast her fruit before the time in the field, saith the LORD 
of hosts.  

▪ Other people will recognize you’re blessed by God, vs. 12  And all 
nations shall call you blessed: for ye shall be a delightsome 
land, saith the LORD of hosts. 

• Believers and unbelievers will recognize you as the one God 
has His hand on 

o When you are faithful to God, God will be faithful to you  

• Conquer covetousness Luke 12:15 (KJV) 15  And he said unto them, Take 
heed, and beware of covetousness: for a man's life consisteth not in the 
abundance of the things which he possesseth. 

o Jesus says “beware of” or watch out for covetousness, suggesting that 
covetousness or greed is sneaky  

• When you get debt free, stay free Galatians 5:1 (KJV) 1  Stand fast therefore 
in the liberty wherewith Christ hath made us free, and be not entangled 
again with the yoke of bondage.  

• Don’t fall back into old habits 

• Know your weaknesses, temptations and habits 

• Don’t try to impress people any more  

• Be satisfied and content with what you have 

• If you apply the word to your individual situation, the word will work for you 

• God wants you to live a life that is based on the freedom that Jesus bought for 
you John 8:36 (KJV) 36  If the Son therefore shall make you free, ye shall be 
free indeed. 

• God wants you spiritually and financially free 

• Jesus wants you so free that the only debt you have is to love people Romans 
13:8 (NLT) 8  Owe nothing to anyone—except for your obligation to love 
one another. If you love your neighbor, you will fulfill the requirements of 
God’s law.  


