DOLLARS$ AND SENSE
The Dangers of the Love of Money
1 Timothy 6:6-10

Money is NOT the Problem

1 Timothy 6:6-10 (NLT) ° Yet true godliness with contentment is itself great wealth.

7 After all, we brought nothing with us when we came into the world, and we can’t take
anything with us when we leave it. 8 So if we have enough food and clothing, let us be
content. 1 Timothy 6:10 is an often-misquoted passage of scripture, People will say “money is
the root all evil”

The text correctly reads, For the love of money is the root of all kinds of evil.
Money and wealth are not the source or root of all evil
Sin is the root of all evil Romans 5:12 (NLT) 12 When Adam sinned, sin entered the
world. Adam’s sin brought death, so death spread to everyone, for everyone
sinned.
Money is amoral, having money is neither right nor wrong
Money is a medium of exchange that allows us to buy and sell goods and services
Money is a tool, it can be used for good or evil
o Money is a tool for provision - Money enables us to meet our basic needs and
care for others.
o Money is a tool for generosity - Money allows us to support God’s work, give to
the needy, and bless others.
o Money is a tool for influence - Money can open doors to influence others for
Christ and advance the Kingdom of God.
= Wealthy believers like Lydia in Acts 16:14-15 used their resources to
support the apostles and the early church.
o Money is a tool for testing our Heart - Money reveals our priorities and serves as
a test of our faith and trust in God.
= How we handle money reflects the condition of our heart. Matthew 6:21
— "For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also."
o Money is a tool that has a temporary lifespan - Money is a tool meant for earthly
use only
= Money has no eternal value in itself, but it can be invested in ways that
yield eternal rewards. Matthew 6:19-20 — "Do not store up for
yourselves treasures on earth... But store up for yourselves
treasures in heaven."
Money is not the issue, it is the love of money that is the root of different types of
problems, troubles, and evil
The context of this passage is Paul writing to his spiritual son Timothy and urging him to
teach and exhort on these things
Paul urged Timothy to teach and exhort on the fact that false teachers were perverting
the Word of God for their greedy financial gain
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Paul wanted to guide Timothy and the church away from the snare of false teaching and
Paul tells him the true source of great gain or wealth is godliness with contentment
(vs.6)
The combination of godliness and contentment is a powerful testimony of our trust in
God
From a biblical standpoint true contentment is realizing we came into this world with
nothing, and we’ll carry nothing out when we leave this world (vs. 7)

o What is valuable in this world is worthless in the world to come

o You'll never see a moving van following a hearse
If we have the necessities of life (i.e., food, clothing, shelter), we can be content (vs.8)

The Dangers of the Love of Money

9 But people who long to be rich fall into temptation and are trapped by many foolish
and harmful desires that plunge them into ruin and destruction. ' For the love of
money is the root of all kinds of evil. And some people, craving money, have wandered
from the true faith and pierced themselves with many sorrows.

The danger of the love of money starts with the desire to be rich

The desire to be rich has a way of tempting and trapping us into foolish and harmful
desires that can ruin and destroy us financially and spiritually

What is the love of money?

The love of money is an unhealthy attachment to wealth, leading people to prioritize it
over God, relationships, and righteousness

The love of money is the root of all kinds of evil

The love of money can lead to:

Compromising our integrity

Idolatry

Broken relationships

Spiritual destruction

Eternal consequences

0O O O O O

The Love of Money in Everyday Life

The love of money manifests itself in sometimes obvious and subtle ways
The love of money affects our priorities, relationships and spiritual health
The love of money can show up in many ways in our lives:
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e We neglect our faith and godliness for money - 1 Timothy 6:9 (NLT) 9 But people
who long to be rich fall into temptation and are trapped by many foolish and
harmful desires that plunge them into ruin and destruction.

o We prioritize our careers, business, or material gain over worship, prayer, and
serving others

o In Matthew 26, it was the love of money caused Judas to abandon his faith and
loyalty to Jesus for 30 pieces of sliver

o The way to avoid the pull of the love of money is to set boundaries for work and
prioritize times of worship and other spiritual disciplines

e Manipulating and cheating others for financial gain - James 5:4 (NLT) 4 For listen!
Hear the cries of the field workers whom you have cheated of their pay. The
wages you held back cry out against you. The cries of those who harvest your
fields have reached the ears of the Lord of Heaven’s Armies.

o James was specifically speaking to employers in his assembly that were cheating
workers out of their pay
Dishonesty, manipulation, or cutting ethical corners to make more money
We must reflect the justice of God in our financial dealings Micah 6:8 (NLT) 8
No, O people, the LORD has told you what is good, and this is what he
requires of you: to do what is right, to love mercy, and to walk humbly with
your God.

e Hoarding money without any generosity - Luke 12:20-21 (NLT) 20 “But God said
to him, ‘You fool! You will die this very night. Then who will get everything you
worked for?’ 21 “Yes, a person is a fool to store up earthly wealth but not
have a rich relationship with God.”

o There are Christians who hoard money and possessions, but the give little to the
church in tithe, offerings or helping those in need

o Generosity is the key to breaking the hold of money and materialism off our lives
2 Corinthians 9:7 (NLT) 7 You must each decide in your heart how much to
give. And don’t give reluctantly or in response to pressure. “For God loves
a person who gives cheerfully.”

e Envy and comparison
o It's a feeling of discontentment and envy because other have more wealth or

possessions
o Cain’s envy of Abel led to sin because Cain compared his offering to his brother’s

e Going into debt for material things

e It's overspending or going into unnecessary debt to maintain a certain lifestyle of
purchasing unnecessary things
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e The prodigal son in Luke 15 squandered his inheritance on lavish living and it lead to

poverty and regret

e Allowing money to determine your identity and values - 1 Timothy 6:10 (NLT) 10

“.... And some people, craving money, have wandered from the true faith and
pierced themselves with many sorrows.”

e Some believers today measure success by possessions, their career status, income

level, and material possessions instead of their relationship with God

e Our identity is found in Jesus Christ, not in how much money and possessions we

have 1 Peter 2:9 (NLT) 9 But you are not like that, for you are a chosen people. You
are royal priests, a holy nation, God’s very own possession. As a result, you can
show others the goodness of God, for he called you out of the darkness into his
wonderful light.

Test to Identify the Love of Money

Periodically believers need to evaluate their relationship with money
It is good way is examining our priorities, attitudes, and actions
The priority test. What comes first in your life?

o Scripture: Matthew 6:33 (KJV) 33 But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and
his righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you.

o Question: Are you prioritizing money and wealth accumulations over spiritual
growth, prayer and church involvement?

The generosity test. How do you handle your resources?

o Scripture: 2 Corinthians 9:7 (NLT) 7 You must each decide in your heart
how much to give. And don’t give reluctantly or in response to pressure.
“For God loves a person who gives cheerfully.”

o Question: Are you reluctant to give or overly focused on keeping your money and
wealth for yourself?

The contentment test: Are you satisfied with what you have?

o Scripture: Philippians 4:11-12 (NLT) 11 Not that | was ever in need, for |
have learned how to be content with whatever | have. 12 | know how to live
on almost nothing or with everything. | have learned the secret of living in
every situation, whether it is with a full stomach or empty, with plenty or
little.

o Question: Do you constantly compare your possessions or lifestyle to others and
feel dissatisfied?

The trust test: Where does your security lie?
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o Scripture: Proverbs 11:28 (NLT) 28 Trustin your money and down you go!
But the godly flourish like leaves in spring.

o Question: Do you feel anxious about money or place your security in your
money and wealth rather than in God?

Steps to Overcome the Love of Money
e Embrace generosity - Acts 20:35 (NLT) 35 “... You should remember the words of
the Lord Jesus: ‘It is more blessed to give than to receive.’”
o Commit to faithfully supporting the God’s work
e Practice contentment - 1 Timothy 6:6 (KJV) 6 But godliness with contentment is
great gain.
o Focus on eternal treasures instead of material wealth
e Build trust in God’s provision - Philippians 4:19 (KJV) 19 But my God shall supply
all your need according to his riches in glory by Christ Jesus.
o Regularly pray and declare trust in God’s provision over financial anxieties
e Develop an eternal perspective - Matthew 6:19-20 (KJV) 19 “Lay not up for
yourselves treasures upon earth, where moth and rust doth corrupt, and where
thieves break through and steal: 20 But lay up for yourselves treasures in
heaven, ...”
o Invest in activities that advance God’s kingdom
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