DOLLAR$ AND SENSE
Whose Money Is It?
Psalms 24:1 and 1 Chronicles 29:10-14

The Lordship Question
Romans 10:9 (NLT) 9 If you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in
your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.

We have heard Romans 10:9 most of our lives
When we look at this scripture carefully, we see:
o Salvation is not a product of work, but in confessing and believing in the person
and work of Jesus Christ
o When confess Jesus as Lord, we're saying that Jesus has complete and total
control over our whole life
o Jesus is both our Savior, the One died for our sins and our Lord, the One who
has complete control over our lives
When Jesus is Lord, we have yielded or surrendered our lives to Him
We no longer control our lives, but we allow Jesus complete control
When Jesus is Lord of our lives, He not only has complete control, but we must also
acknowledge His ownership of everything
King David said in Psalm 24:1 (NLT) 1 The earth is the LORD’s, and everything in
it. The world and all its people belong to him.
o The earth belongs to the Lord
o Everything on the earth belongs to the Lord
o The people on the earth belong to the Lord
When we say the Lord owns it all also means we give up our rights to ownership
When Jesus is Lord, we have surrendered our lives to Him, we have acknowledged His
ownership of everything, and we are willing to do what He tells us to do; we obey Him
Delayed obedience is really disobedience Luke 6:46 (KJV) 46 And why call ye me,
Lord, Lord, and do not the things which | say?
When we say Jesus is Lord, we affirm His authority, sovereignty, and rightful ownership
over every aspect of our lives

Jesus is Lord, we are Stewards

Lordship refers to Jesus' authority, sovereignty, and ownership over everything
Stewardship refers to our role as caretakers of what God has entrusted to us, including
time, talents, money, relationships, and the earth

A steward manages resources responsibly, recognizing that they belong to God
Stewardship is our response to Jesus’ Lordship

Stewardship is about managing God’s resources wisely, faithfully, and for His glory

A steward’s primary goal is to be “found faithful” by his master 1 Corinthians 4:2 (KJV)
2 Moreover it is required in stewards, that a man be found faithful.

Those resources include not only money but time, gifting, relationships, employment,
and life opportunities

Why Do Believers Struggle with Jesus’ Lordship Over Money?

Lordship is Jesus’ sovereign ownership and authority over everything
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e Stewardship is our faithful management of everything the Lord entrusts to us
e If this is true, why do many believers have difficulty with Jesus being Lord over their
money and possessions?
e There are several reasons:
o Control Issues: Money represents power and security, making it difficult for
believers to surrender control to Jesus
o Materialism: In our consumer-driven culture, wealth and possessions can easily
become idols
o Fear of Lack: Many may struggle with trusting God to provide if they relinquish
control over their finances
o Misunderstanding: Some believers “separate” their faith from practical areas like
money, failing to see it as a spiritual matter
= If Jesus is not Lord of all, He is not Lord at all
o Cultural Influence: Society often promotes self-sufficiency, independence, and
the accumulation of wealth, which conflicts with biblical principles of stewardship
and generosity
These lordship challenges are real, but they can be overcome
These lordship challenges can be overcome when we settle the lordship issue
You can settle the Lordship issue by acknowledging:
o Jesus is Lord of every area of your life, including money and possessions
o Placing the Lord first in your life Matthew 22:36-37 (NLT) 36 “Teacher, which
is the most important commandment in the law of Moses?” 37 Jesus
replied, “*You must love the LORD your God with all your heart, all your
soul, and all your mind.’
o Accepting responsibility and accountability for all the Lord has entrusted to you
by being a faithful steward

Lordship Leads to Stewardship
1 Chronicles 29:10-14 (NLT)° Then David praised the LORD in the presence of the
whole assembly: “O LORD, the God of our ancestor Israel, may you be praised forever
and ever! ! Yours, O LORD, is the greatness, the power, the glory, the victory, and the
majesty. Everything in the heavens and on earth is yours, O LORD, and this is your
kingdom. We adore you as the one who is over all things. 2 Wealth and honor come
from you alone, for you rule over everything. Power and might are in your hand, and at
your discretion people are made great and given strength. 3 “O our God, we thank you
and praise your glorious name! * But who am I, and who are my people, that we could
give anything to you? Everything we have has come from you, and we give you only
what you first gave us!

e David had called for an offering from the people to support the building of the temple,

and the response was overwhelming
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e |t wasn’t for the sake of the wealth itself, but because it demonstrated that the hearts of
the people were really interested in God and in His house

e In these verses, David speaks of God’s Lordship and how we are to respond to it

e Verse 11 says: Yours, O LORD, is the greatness, the power, the glory, the victory,
and the majesty. Everything in the heavens and on earth is yours, O LORD, and
this is your kingdom.

o Verse 11 emphasizes that everything in heaven and earth belongs to God.

e Verse 12 says: Wealth and honor come from you alone, for you rule over
everything. Power and might are in your hand, and at your discretion people are
made great and given strength.

o Verse 12 declares that riches, honor, and all authority come from God
o Deuteronomy 8:18: "You shall remember the LORD your God, for it is he who
gives you power to get wealth."

e Verse 14 says: But who am I, and who are my people, that we could give anything
to you? Everything we have has come from you, and we give you only what you
first gave us!

o Verse 14 reflects David’'s humility, acknowledging that their offerings are merely
giving back what already belongs to God.

e David recognizes that God’s Lordship leads to joyful and willing giving, as seen in David
and the people’s offerings

e When we recognize that God owns everything and He entrusts us with it, we give back
to Him from a heart of obedience, gratitude and stewardship Proverbs 3:9-10 (NLT) 9
Honor the LORD with your wealth and with the best part of everything you
produce. 10 Then he will fill your barns with grain, and your vats will overflow
with good wine.

e Giving and generosity are acts of worship, recognizing that God is the rightful owner of
all we have 2 Corinthians 9:7: "....God loves a cheerful giver."

o When Jesus is Lord of our lives, faithful stewardship is a normal response
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