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Serving as Means to Reach the Lost 

1 Corinthians 9:19 (KJV) 19  For though I be free from all men, yet have I made 

myself servant unto all, that I might gain the more.  

• Paul is writing to the Corinthain church that was mired in division and struggling 

over the influence of Greek and Roman values 

• Paul’s method of ministry was to become all things to all men 

• Paul has been set free by Christ and his only obligation was to live for Christ 

• Paul was saying he was willing to make himself a servant, slave, denying 

himself that he might win others to Christ  

• Paul was following the pattern of Jesus, who said Mark 10:44 (KJV) 44  And 

whosoever of you will be the chiefest, shall be servant of all. 

• Paul was willing to sacrifice everything to serve others 

• Paul was willing to adapt to the opinions and customs of others 

• It means Paul was willing to draw closer to people to gain their confidence 

and trust so they would be more willing to listen to his witness for Christ  

• We must be willing to make sacrifices to win souls to Jesus  

 

Cultural Adaptation without Compromise 

20  And unto the Jews I became as a Jew, that I might gain the Jews; to them that 

are under the law, as under the law, that I might gain them that are under the law; 
21  To them that are without law, as without law, (being not without law to God, but 

under the law to Christ,) that I might gain them that are without law.  

• Paul says to the Jews, became as a Jew, those that were under Jewish law 

• Paul observed the Jewish laws and customs if it did not violate his walk with 

Christ 

• Paul’s standard was Christ, not Jewish law 

• Paul placed himself under the law when ministering to the Jews to get close to 

them and win their confidence and trust so he could have the opportunity to 

witness to them 

• Paul worked to win people to Jesus by being sensitive to their needs and 

identifying with them 

• We must make an intentional effort to listen and understand different 

perspectives, showing a genuine interest others’ experiences  
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• To those that were not living under the law (Gentiles), Paul became like those 

that were not living under the law 

• This does not mean Paul became a sinful and immoral, he sill obeyed the law of 

God 

• Paul participated in the customs and lifestyles of the unchurched if it did not 

violate his commitment to Christ 

• Paul lived as a Gentile when he was among the Gentiles in order draw close to 

them and win them to Christ 

• Paul was able to reach the religious and the unchurched by adapting to them by 

learning about them and finding common ground 

• We can learn about religious beliefs of others in an effort to build relationships 

and remove obstacles to the opportunity to share the gospel with them 

• We can engage with unbelievers and build relationships by being genuinely 

interested in them as a person and speaking to them in their language 

• Find ways for sharing your faith in ways that connect with the unchurched (i.e., 

community service, mental health, or one’s purpose in life, etc.) 

• We can share the gospel without the religious and the unchurched without 

watering down the message or compromise  

 

Empathy Toward the Weak and Struggling 

22  To the weak became I as weak, that I might gain the weak:  

• To those that were weak in faith Paul became so that he could win the weak 

• What it means is that Paul did not look down on those that were struggling 

spiritually, but instead he showed empathy, patience and understanding  

• Throughout this text, Paul was willing to meet people where they were and being 

driven by a passion to see people saved  

• We can show empathy by listening to those who are struggling and finding ways 

to help  

• Being present for those who are struggling may create an open door for them to 

receive the gospel 

 

Flexibility in Method, but Firmness in Mission  

I am made all things to all men, that I might by all means save some.  
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• Paul says he became all thins to all people so that by all possible he might save 

some  

• He blended in with the Jews, the Gentiles and the spiritually weak 

• Paul blended in with humility and not an obstacle that could cause people to 

stumble 

• Paul did not change his beliefs or his message to appeal to different groups, he 

changed his behavior and his methods to reach lost people  

• Paul was willing to use every possible tool at his disposal or endure any hardship 

to win people for Jesus 

• That’s what Paul meant when he said by all means to reach people for Christ  

• What does that mean for us today? 

• Paul was saying we are to reach lost people by any means necessary 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


