HARVEST TIME
Take a Stand!
1 Peter 3:13-17

Stand for Righteousness by Doing What’s Right

1 Peter 3:13-14 (KJV) * And who is he that will harm you, if ye be followers of that
which is good? * But and if ye suffer for righteousness' sake, happy are ye: and be not
afraid of their terror, neither be troubled;

Peter’s letter was written to believers scattered across Asia Minor (modern day Turkey)
Peter encourages them to not fear, but to continue standing for Christ with hope and
integrity

But how do we stand as believers in the face of persecution?

Verse 13 says, “Who will harm us, if we are followers of that which is good?”
The key word is followers, which “zelotai” in Greek and where we get our English word
zealot

As believers we are to be zealous about doing what is right and honorable to God
When we are uncompromisingly faithful to Jesus and doing what is right, it much harder
to criticize and attack us

Even though people may be less hostile to believers when they are passionate about
doing good, it does not exempt believers from being persecuted

Verse 14 says, 4 But and if ye suffer for righteousness' sake, happy are ye: and
be not afraid of their terror, neither be troubled,;

It's part of the package

Jesus said, Matthew 16:24 (NLT) Then Jesus said to his disciples, “If any of you
wants to be my follower, you must turn from your selfish ways, take up your
cross, and follow me.

To carry a cross was to face the most painful and humiliating means of death human
beings could develop

We must be willing to die to self in order to follow Jesus

For us as believers, when suffer persecution, we are to be happy

If we suffer for doing good, we are blessed

You’re blessed because despite the persecution, God’s promises have not changed
Matthew 5:10 (KJV) Blessed are they which are persecuted for righteousness'
sake: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

You’re blessed in suffering because it is trying of our faith that causes us to grow and
mature James 1:3-4 (NLT) 3 For you know that when your faith is tested, your
endurance has a chance to grow. 4 So let it grow, for when your endurance is
fully developed, you will be perfect and complete, needing nothing.

But even when we do suffer for righteousness’ sake, we are not to be afraid Matthew
10:28 (NLT) 28 “Don’t be afraid of those who want to kill your body; they cannot
touch your soul. Fear only God, who can destroy both soul and body in hell.

We must stand confidently for our convictions without fear, trusting that God’s blessings
outweighs any earthly suffering

Sanctify the Lord in Your Heart
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1 Peter 3:15 (KJV) “But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts: ...”
e As a Christian, you have submitted yourself to the Lordship of Jesus Christ

You have accepted Jesus into your heart

You now live a holy or sanctified life because of Jesus

Jesus is your Savior and your Lord

Peter wanted the believers in the text to replace “fear” with faith and reverence for God in

their heart

The heart is the seat of the emotions and actions

e When we Jesus as Lord in our heart, it means we prioritize Him above everything else

e Our reverence for Jesus is not to be secret or hidden under a bushel, but a be a beacon
of light that draws men, women and young people to inquire about Jesus Christ

Be Ready Always
1 Peter 3:15 “... and be ready always to give an answer to every man that asketh you a reason
of the hope that is in you ...”
e We as Christians are to be ready always with an answer for the hope that’s in us
e Being ready always suggests advance preparation
o Ready always suggests being a constant state of readiness
o Being is having what is needed for the situation
o Being able to respond to any type of question; sincere or cynical
o Being ready to respond to any type of person; genuine or hostile
e Being ready means study, meditation, prayer, fasting, etc.
e Being ready is a matter of:
o Study/meditation 2 Timothy 2:15 (KJV) Study to shew thyself approved unto
God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word
of truth.
o Prayer
o Time in God’s presence 1 John 2:27 (KJV) But the anointing which ye have
received of him abideth in you, and ye need not that any man teach you: but
as the same anointing teacheth you of all things, and is truth, and is no lie,
and even as it hath taught you, ye shall abide in him.
o Being yourself
o Care
o Listening
e Unfortunately, many believers don’t know what they believe
e You are to prepare to have discussions with others about your Christian faith

Be Ready to Answer
1 Peter 3:15 “... and be ready always to give an answer to every man that asketh you a
reason of the hope that is in you ...”
e The word answer in Greek is (apologia) which means to explain, respond, answer back,
or defend
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It is where we derive the English word “apologetic”

You are to have a ready answer for everyone that asks

You’re to have answer for everyone that asks you

The work ask here means to crave, hunger or demand something

Those that are asking are going to come from all walks of life, and every aspect of your
life

Note the word “asketh”, meaning continuing to ask

Being ready to give an answer to every man that asks is not an intrusion of your
faith, but and opportunity and an honor to speak on behalf of Jesus Christ

Your Christianity should not only be personal, it must be public as well

People are watching your Christian life and your life will raise questions because our lives
are often visibly different

God wants us to be ready always with answers about the hope that lies in us

Be Ready with Your Answer
1 Peter 3:15 “... and be ready always to give an answer to every man that asketh you a
reason of the hope that is in you ...”

The unbeliever, unchurched person will ask you: Why are you different? Why do you
seem to handle problems better than others? You are able to work with people that others
say are difficult to work with, why is that?

Don’t ignore them, they really want to know

The world is asking, “What is your hope?”

Your answer is: Jesus is my hope, Jesus is the Lord of my life, Jesus is holy and righteous
We must be able to give those that ask a logical answer of the hope that is in us

Jesus is the hope that is in us as believers

That hope becomes the focus of believers in Jesus Christ

The hope that is in you is the visible evidence that you possess something different than
other people

Your words may cause an inquirer or hostile accuser to come to believe in Jesus Christ

Kind and Gentle Answers
“. .. with meekness and fear:”

We are to be exercise care as we give our answers about the hope we have in Jesus
We are to answer unbelievers with a spirit of meekness and fear

Speaking with a spirit of meekness is to speak with humility, softness, love, and
brokenness

Meekness is also strength under control

Speaking with fear is reverential fear of God

When we speak with fear, our speech expresses our devotion and loyalty to God,
commitment to the truth of His Word, and respect for the person listening

We speak with a respect for people and reverence for God

© 2024 Kevin K. Dickerson, Facebook: @BishopKevinDickerson 3



HARVEST TIME
Take a Stand!
1 Peter 3:13-17

Keep a Clear Conscience

16 Having a good conscience; that, whereas they speak evil of you, as of evildoers, they

may be ashamed that falsely accuse your good conversation in Christ. 1’ For it is better,

if the will of God be so, that ye suffer for well doing, than for evil doing.

As believers, our outward actions should be above criticism, but so should our inner life

As believers, our conscience has been transformed by God

Keeping a clear conscience is living with integrity in every area of life

Our ethical and moral conduct can lead to persecution, slander, ridicule, and unfair

treatment

e Maintaining a clear conscience is refusing to compromise, getting even, or engage in
dishonest practices

¢ When we maintain a clear conscience, it serves as a powerful testimony to others

e Trust that God will see your faithfulness and He will honor it in His time

e When our good conduct is returned with evil, it will prove others wrong in their opinions
about us and will make them ashamed of speaking or acting against our godly lives

e Peter says in verse 17, it is better, if it is the will of God, to suffer for doing good
than for doing evil

e None of want to suffer, but if we must, let it be for doing good and not for doing evil

e Itis very difficult to stand up under suffering when it is an unjust and evil cause

e God wants believers living righteous and pure lives and He wants us witnessing for Him
even if we do face persecution for it.
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