HARVEST TIME
Power to Be a Withess
Acts 1:8

The Promise of Power

Acts 1:4-5 (KJV) 4 And, being assembled together with them, commanded them
that they should not depart from Jerusalem, but wait for the promise of the Father,
which, saith he, ye have heard of me. 5 For John truly baptized with water; but ye
shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost not many days hence.

The Book of Acts picks ups where the book of Luke leaves off

The book of Luke speaks of all the work Jesus began

After Jesus resurrection Jesus showed Himself alive to his disciples through many
infallible and convincing proofs

While Jesus was staying with His disciples, Jesus commanded the disciples not to
leave Jerusalem, but to wait for the promise of the Father

To wait for the Holy Spirit means He's worth waiting for

Jesus knew that the disciples and other believers assembled then and us today
could do nothing effective for the Kingdom of God without the Holy Spirt

Jesus said, John baptized you with water, but you will be baptized with the
Holy Spirit in a few days

The Holy Spirit baptism is an empowerment for service and witness, enabling
believers to boldly proclaim the Gospel and live out the fullness of the Spirit's work
After Christ was taken up into heaven, He would be spiritually present everywhere
through the Holy Spirit

The Spirit would comfort them, guide them to know His truth, remind them of Jesus'
words, give them the right words to say, and fill them with power

The Holy Spirit is not “a luxury” for a select few, but is a necessity for all believers

The Gift of Power
Vs. 8 “But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you:...”

Jesus we shall receive power to do His work
Power here is the Greek word dunamis, where we derive the English word
dynamite
| want to give you the power for the Holy Ghost
The Holy Ghost is the divine enablement to do what you were unable or unwilling
to do
The same Holy Spirit who empowered the early church is available to every
Christian, providing the strength and boldness to be effective withesses for Christ
The power of the Holy Spirit has several dimensions:

o Empowerment for Witnessing: Just like the early disciples, believers

today need the Holy Spirit’s power to proclaim the Gospel effectively
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o Transformation: The Holy Spirit transforms believers, enabling them to
live lives that reflect Christ
o Supernatural Gifts: The Holy Spirit continues to give spiritual gifts (1
Corinthians 12:4-11) that empower believers for various forms of ministry,
such as teaching, healing, evangelism, and leadership
o Boldness and Courage: In the face of opposition or persecution, the Holy
Spirit empowers believers to stand firm in their faith and boldly proclaim the
Gospel
But ye shall receive power; be given
Every believer is to possess the power of the Holy Ghost
God’s work can’t get done without God’s power
Working for God without His power can be frustrating, because we are trying to
God’s work with “human power”
When believers try to witness without the power of the Holy Spirit, the
effectiveness of their testimony is significantly hindered.
Without the Holy Spirit there is a:
Lack of Boldness and Courage
Limited Conviction and Impact
Reliance on Human Effort
Lack of Spiritual Fruit
Missed Opportunities for Divine Guidance
. Ineffective Ministry
The Holy Ghost is not you operating on your own, but it is power under God’s
control. John 14:26 But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the
Father will send in my name, he shall teach you all things, and bring all things
to your remembrance, whatsoever | have said unto you.
The Holy Spirit's power is absolutely necessary for effective witnessing
The Holy Spirit emboldens us, gives us wisdom, and equips us with the gifts we
need to effectively share Jesus in our daily lives
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The Purpose of the Power
“...and ye shall be witnesses unto me...”

The purpose of the Holy Spirit is to enable us to do God’s work

We don’t have the have the power, wisdom, or courage to do the work of Christ on
our own

The Holy Spirit empowers us to be witnesses for Jesus

Being a witness, evangelizing, or soul-winning is not something Christians “do”,
but it is who we are

©2024 Kevin K. Dickerson, Facebook: @BishopKevinDickerson 2



HARVEST TIME
Power to Be a Withess
Acts 1:8

e When we are filled with the Holy Ghost we are empowered to witness for God and
to witness the results of God’s power!

e As witnesses for Jesus, we are to give a personal account of what we've seen,
heard, or experienced

e Believers give testimony about their personal experience with Jesus

e Believers share the truth of the Gospel, declaring the message of salvation with
honesty and integrity (John 14:6)

e Living a life consistent with the our testimony adds weight to our witness.

e Our objective is to bring people into a saving relationship with Jesus, offering the
hope of eternal life.

e Our witness is empowered by the Holy Spirit (Acts 1:8)

e As a witness for Jesus, we don't just share “external facts”, but we share how
Jesus has personally transformed their heart and life (2 Corinthians 5:17)

Be Bold
Acts 1:8 But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you:
and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in
Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth.
e The power of the Holy Spirit helps you do what you couldn’t on your on
e The Holy Ghost produces a change in our lives so that we can accomplish His
purpose
e The Holy Spirit will give you the boldness and confidence to speak to others Acts
2:14  But Peter, standing up with the eleven, lifted up his voice, and said
unto them, Ye men of Judaea, and all ye that dwell at Jerusalem, be this
known unto you, and hearken to my words:
e The Holy Ghost will give you courage, confidence and the appropriate time to
speak for Him

The Scope of the Mission
Acts 1:8 “..and ye shall be withesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all
Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth.”
e We are to witness where we are and work our way further out
o Jerusalem represents our immediate surroundings—our home, family,
close friends, neighborhood, and workplace
o Judea represents the broader region or culture we belong to—it could
be your city, town, or even nation.
= |tincludes those who may share similar values, language, and customs

but aren't part of your “inner circle”
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o Samaria represents people and places that are culturally different or
those with whom we might have tension or division.
= Being witnesses in "Samaria" means stepping out of our comfort zones
to reach people of different races, ethnicities, religions, or socio-
economic statuses—people we might not naturally connect with.
o The uttermost parts of the world represent our global mission
» This encompasses international missions, unreached people groups,
and those living in places where the Gospel has not yet been preached.
e This means that being a witness is both local and global
e Every believer has a role in fulfilling Jesus’ Great Commission

The Power to Overcome Opposition
Acts 1:8 “..and ye shall be withesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all
Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth.”
e Acts 1:8 implies that as we witness others, we may face opposition
e The power of the Holy Spirit helps overcome opposition
e In Acts 4, Peter and Jonh faced severe opposition from religious leaders for
preaching Jesus and healing a lame man in Acts 3
e They were told not to preach or teach in the name of Jesus
e Peter and John told the religious leaders Acts 4:19-20 (NLT) 19 But Peter and
John replied, “Do you think God wants us to obey you rather than him? 20
We cannot stop telling about everything we have seen and heard.”
e Peter and John went to church and they told them what happened and the church
prayered for them
e The church untied and prayed for even more boldness Acts 4:31 (NLT) 31 After
this prayer, the meeting place shook, and they were all filled with the Holy
Spirit. Then they preached the word of God with boldness.
e The Holy Spirit empowers us to endure and remain a faithful witness for Him
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