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God Assigns Specific Places and People 
Acts 8:26-29  And the angel of the Lord spake unto Philip, saying, Arise, and go toward 
the south unto the way that goeth down from Jerusalem unto Gaza, which is desert. [27] 
And he arose and went: and, behold, a man of Ethiopia, an eunuch of great authority 
under Candace queen of the Ethiopians, who had the charge of all her treasure, and had 
come to Jerusalem for to worship, [28] Was returning, and sitting in his chariot read 
Esaias the prophet. [29] Then the Spirit said unto Philip, Go near, and join thyself to this 
chariot.  

• Philip had fled from Jerusalem because of persecution, and had gone to Samaria, where 
he preached  with great success  

• A revival had broken out in Samaria when the angel of the Lord speaks to Philip and says, 
Arise and go to Gaza to the desert 

• Phillip was called away from the vibrant ministry in Samaria to a seemingly “insignificant 
and lonely” ministry assignment in the desert 

• When you are truly led by the Spirit of God all you need is a word from God, and you are 
ready to go 

• Philip was directed by the Holy Spirit to an Ethiopian eunuch there, who had come to 
Jerusalem to worship 

• In Bible days, eunuchs were castrated males, either by force or choice, often to serve in 
positions of authority or trust.  

• A eunuch today could be a marginalized person that is excluded from society because of 
their background, gender, or the circumstances of their lives, or it can a person committed 
to the work of the Lord and believes God has called them to a life of singleness and 
celibacy 

• The Ethiopian eunuch represents people we encounter every day at work, school, or just 
in our travels  

• The Ethiopian eunuch represents people who are open, seeking, and ready to hear the 
gospel but who need someone to come alongside them, just as Philip did 

• They may be:  
o Spiritual Seekers: The Ethiopian eunuch represents people today who are 

sincerely seeking God but lack full understanding.  
o Outsiders or Marginalized People: As a eunuch, the Ethiopian would have been 

considered an outsider in Jewish religious practices (Deuteronomy 23:1).  
o People in Positions of Influence: The eunuch was an important official, in charge 

of the treasury for the queen of Ethiopia.  
o Those from Diverse Backgrounds: The Ethiopian eunuch was a foreigner from 

Africa, representing people from diverse ethnic and cultural backgrounds.  
o Educated but Spiritually Uninformed: The eunuch was educated enough to read 

Isaiah, but he did not fully grasp its meaning.  

• The Ethiopian eunuch need someone to show him the way 

• The Holy Spirit directs Philip to the Ethiopian eunuch and tells him to join the man on his 
chariot 
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• We may not have angels speaking to us like Philip did, but we do have the Holy Spirit to 
guide us in our witnessing 

• God may lead us to unexpected places or people who need to hear the gospel 

• Our task is to be obedient, trusting that God’s purpose is greater than our understanding 
 
God Prepares Hearts for the Message 
[28] Was returning, and sitting in his chariot read Esaias the prophet. [29] Then the Spirit 
said unto Philip, Go near, and join thyself to this chariot. [30] And Philip ran thither to 
him, and heard him read the prophet Esaias, and said, Understandest thou what thou 
readest? [31] And he said, How can I, except some man should guide me? And he desired 
Philip that he would come up and sit with him.  

• Philip came near the man and overhead him reading from the book of Isaiah 

• It was normal and customary in those days for students to read out loud 

• Phillip asked the man did he understand what he was reading 

• The Ethiopian eunuch responded, ‘how can I understand without some help?” 

• You can see God has already prepared the man to receive Philip and what he has to say 

• It happened because Philip was sensitive to the Holy Spirit and showed genuine interest 
in the man 

• Philip was genuinely interested in a man that was not his race, not from his country, he 
was wealthy, a government leader, etc. yet in spite of all their differences, he still cared 
about the man’s soul 

• When we’re on assignment, we can trust that God has already prepared the hearts of 
those we’re called to minister to 

• God goes before us, orchestrating divine encounters, and it’s our responsibility to be 
sensitive to His leading 

 
God Uses His Word to Reveal Jesus 
[32] The place of the scripture which he read was this, He was led as a sheep to the 
slaughter; and like a lamb dumb before his shearer, so opened he not his mouth: [33] In 
his humiliation his judgment was taken away: and who shall declare his generation? for 
his life is taken from the earth. [34] And the eunuch answered Philip, and said, I pray thee, 
of whom speaketh the prophet this? of himself, or of some other man? [35] Then Philip 
opened his mouth, and began at the same scripture, and preached unto him Jesus.  
 

• Philip joined the man as he was reading the Scriptures 

• But the man had a problem:  
o He did not understand the most basic truth—the truth that Christ had died for 

him.  
o He did not know that God's Messiah had already come and died for humankind 

• The man just did not understand the Scripture.  

• He did not understand that Jesus of Nazareth had fulfilled the prophecy  and that the 
Savior had already come and died for all of our sins  
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• Then Philip open his mouth, and began at the same scripture, and preached Jesus to him 

• He began where the Ethiopian was struggling 

• He began at the very spot where the man was having a difficult time understanding 

• Philip showed the Jesus was the fulfillment of the scripture, showing the Ethiopian eunuch 
how Jesus’ death and resurrection offered salvation 

• People come to know Christ through the power of the Word  

• God wants to use us to meet people where they are and help them in the areas where 
they are struggling, confused and lost 

• We must be diligent in knowing and sharing the Word.  

• When we are on assignment, we should always be prepared to connect Scripture to the 
person’s needs and questions. 

 
God’s Assignments Lead to Transformation 
[36] And as they went on their way, they came unto a certain water: and the eunuch said, 
See, here is water; what doth hinder me to be baptized? [37] And Philip said, If thou 
believest with all thine heart, thou mayest. And he answered and said, I believe that Jesus 
Christ is the Son of God. [38] And he commanded the chariot to stand still: and they went 
down both into the water, both Philip and the eunuch; and he baptized him. 

• The eunuch's immediate response to Philip’s message was faith and baptism 

• Philip told him if you believe in Jesus with all your heart, you may be baptized 

• Based on the Ethiopian eunuch’s confession of faith in Jesus Christ, they stopped the 
chariot and Philip baptized the man 

• The Ethiopian eunuch’s life was transformed through this divine encounter, and he went 
away rejoicing, likely sharing the good news when he returned to Ethiopia 

• When we fulfill God’s assignments, we have the privilege of seeing lives transformed 

• We may not always see the full fruit, but the kingdom impact is eternal 
 
Be Ready For Your Next Assignment 
[39] And when they were come up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord caught away 
Philip, that the eunuch saw him no more: and he went on his way rejoicing. [40] But Philip 
was found at Azotus: and passing through he preached in all the cities, till he came to 
Caesarea.  

• As the saved Ethiopian eunuch is coming out the water, the Spirit of the Lord takes Philip 
away to his next assignment 

• And the Ethiopian eunuch went on his way rejoicing 

• Some of us work on jobs where we are “on call”  

• Philip was on call, as soon as he led the eunuch to the Lord, the Spirit sent him 
somewhere else 

• It tells of the great need for the gospel all over our neighborhoods, places of employment, 
travels 

• God always has another assignment for you 
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Becoming a Christian 
 
God Loves You! 
For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him 
should not perish but have everlasting life. (John 3:16) 
God has a wonderful plan for your life! 
I have come that they may have life, and that they may have it more abundantly. (John 10:10b) 
 
Walking Down the "Romans Road" to Salvation . . . .  

• Because of our sin, we are separated from God. 
For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.  (Romans 3:23)  

• The Penalty for our sin is death. 
For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Jesus Christ our 
Lord. (Romans 6:23)  

• The penalty for our sin was paid by Jesus Christ! 
But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were yet sinners, Christ 
died for us. (Romans 5:8)  

• If we repent of our sin, then confess and trust Jesus Christ as our Lord and 
Savior, we will be saved from our sins! 
For whoever calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.  (Romans 10:13) 
...if you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in your heart that God has 
raised Him from the dead, you will be saved. For with the heart one believes unto 
righteousness, and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation. (Romans 
10:9,10) 

 
To receive Jesus Christ as your personal Savior, pray this prayer:  
Lord Jesus, I'm like everyone else - I can't make it through life on my own. I'm imperfect. I'm 
prone to sin. I have come to realize that there's nothing in the world I can do to make myself 
acceptable to You. But I know that You have loved me so much that You were willing to submit 
to the cross and die on my behalf. That's a grace so amazing I cannot understand it; I can only 
accept it. And I do. I accept Your free gift, and I know that from this moment on, I am saved. I 
am a child of God. And I give the rest of my life to serving You and experiencing the joy that 
only You can offer. Fill me now, dear Lord, and raise me to walk in the newness of life. I thank 
You and praise You! Amen. 
 
Now that you are a "new creation" in Jesus Christ, the road ahead will be full of life-changing 
experiences. Growing in knowledge and understanding of the Bible and your Christian walk 
with God is essential for your spiritual growth.   
 
Here are some ways that you can grow as a Christian:  

• Be baptized. 
Baptism identifies you with Christ. 
Then Philip opened his mouth, and beginning at this Scripture, preached Jesus to him. 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=john3:16&version=50
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John10:10b&version=50
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans3:23&version=50
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans6:23&version=50
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans5:8&version=50
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans10:13&version=50
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans10:9-10&version=50
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans10:9-10&version=50
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Now as they went down the road, they came to some water. And the eunuch said, "See, 
here is water. What hinders me from being baptized?" Then Philip said, "If you believe 
with all your heart, you may." And he answered and said, "I believe that Jesus Christ is 
the Son of God." So he commanded the chariot to stand still. And both Philip and the 
eunuch went down into the water, and he baptized him. Now when they came up out of 
the water, the Spirit of the Lord caught Philip away, so that he went on his way rejoicing. 
But Philip was found at Azotus. And passing through, he preached in all the cities till he 
came to Caesarea. (Acts 8:35-40)  

• Study the Bible. 
The Bible will guide you through life and answer life's questions. 
Your Word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path. (Psalm 119:105) 
Be diligent to present yourself approved to God, a worker who does not need to be 
ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth. (2 Timothy 2:15)  

• Share your faith with others. 
Therefore do not be ashamed of the testimony of our Lord. (2 Timothy 1:8) 
Therefore whoever confesses Me before men, him I will also confess before My Father 
who is in heaven. (Matthew 10:32) 
But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be 
witness to Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth. 
(Acts 1:8)  

• Be part of a local church. 
And He Himself gave some to be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, and 
some pastors and teachers, for the equipping of the saints for the work of the ministry, 
for the edifying of the body of Christ, till we all come to the unity of the faith and of the 
knowledge of the Son of God, to a perfect man, to the measure of the stature of the 
fullness of Christ; (Ephesians 4:11-12) 
Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom, teaching and admonishing one 
another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to 
the Lord. (Colossians 3:16)  

• Fellowship with other Christians. 
And let us consider one another in order to stir up love and good works; not forsaking 
the assembling of ourselves together, as is the manner of some, but exhorting one 
another, and so much the more as you see the Day approaching. (Hebrews 10:24, 25)  

• God desires to meet your needs!  Make prayer a part of your daily life. 
So He said to them, “When you pray, say: our Father in heaven, hallowed be Your name. 
Your kingdom come. Your will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us day by day our 
daily bread. And forgive us our sins, for we also forgive everyone who is indebted to us. 
And do not lead us into temptation, but deliver us from the evil one." (Luke 11:2-4)  


